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Water Rights for Wetlands
in the Bear River Delta

This fact sheet explains the basic premise and functioning
of water rights in Utah and how water rights affect
wetlands, specifically those in the northern region of the
state. It includes the history of Utah water rights and the
basic components of prior appropriation doctrine, and
gives an example of using water rights for wetlands by
explaining how the Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge
works with neighboring water users to secure water for its
wetlands.
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