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Fertilizer Storage

Storing fertilizer properly is a simple way to reduce
point source pollution that occur from fertilizer spills and
container failures.

Storage Areas

A well-maintained fertilizer storage area has primary and
secondary containment vessels, as well as other attributes
that protect the safety of the user and prevent pollution.
These areas include[3]:

• The ability to be locked
• A cover to prevent stormwater runoff
• Close proximity to mixing pads
• Smoke detectors
• Ventilation
• Shelves or pallets to keep fertilizer off the ground
• An impervious surface without a drain 

Additionally, well-maintained above-ground storage tanks
that are designed for the fertilizer you are using should be
used for bulk liquid fertilizers.

Fertilizer Containers

The best container to store fertilizer in is one manufactured
for that purpose. Fertilizer packaging is UV resistant and
the labeling contains important information regarding the
application and disposal of the product[2]. Utah requires
that fertilizer labels contain[5]:

• The brand name
• Name and address of the manufacturer
• Directions for use
• Caution statement
• Net Weight
• A statement of guaranteed nutrients (guaranteed

analysis)
• Percentage of total nitrogen, available phosphate,

and soluble potash stated in the same way as in the
guaranteed analysis

Many landowners utilize bulk deliveries of liquid fertilizers
that are stored in above-ground tanks. These tanks should
be inspected regularly to ensure they are well maintained.
If not used correctly, storage tanks can collapse. These
tanks are designed to specific pressure load specifications,
so the only chemical stored in the tank is the one it
was designed for. Welds and joints should be regularly
inspected for corrosion[4].

Mixing and Loading Pads

The location used for mixing and loading fertilizer is a
critical place for preventing pollution. There is a higher
potential for spills in this area. Even small quantities of
fertilizer spilled frequently in the same place can cause
chemicals to accumulate in the soil over time. Ideally
mixing and loading should be performed on a covered
impermeable surface where spilled fertilizer can be swept
up or rinsed into a rinsate storage tank[3]. The surface
should be large enough to park equipment and for workers
to move around the equipment. The mixing or loading
pad should extend at least 5 feet on each side of boom
sprayers to catch splashed water[1]. A roof covering the
pad lessens contamination of stormwater.

Other Considerations

Homeowners can reduce fertilizer spills, reduce waste,
and keep workers safe by:

• Creating an emergency readiness plan in case of a
spill

• Posting important phone numbers such as the
number for local county Disaster and Emergency
Services office

• Training all employees and staff of procedures to
reduce the environmental impact of spilled fertilizers

• Inspecting storage tanks and ensuring the container
is designed for the intended use when purchasing
used fertilizer tanks

• Disposing of fertilizer packaging at a sanitary landfill
rather than on private property
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