Minutes


	West Desert (WDARM)
Local Working Group
	
	Date: November 10, 2021
Place:  Virtual meeting via Zoom
Individuals Present: 
Jared Reese (BLM), Heather Talley (DWR), Keeli Marel (DPG), Brad Jessop (BLM), Stephanie Graham (BLM), Joe Moore (USFWS), Jessica Wade (BLM), Mark Farmer (DWR), Christine Fletcher (BLM), Ethan Hallows (SITLA), Shane Hill (DWR), Sidney Burleson (NRCS/DWR), Nancy Williams (BLM), Jacob Hall (NRCS/DWR), Steve Slater (Hawkwatch), Trevor Riding (BLM), Cassie Mellon (BLM), Jordan Davis (BLM), Stephanie Hebert (BLM), Jim Priest (BLM), Jason Robinson (DWR), Lorien Belton (USU Extension).


Information Presented/Discussion Highlights
New staff
· New BLM staff include Stephanie Hebert, replacing Renee Chi; and Trevor Riding, who is Brad Jessop’s counterpart in Filmore.
· Robbie Knight has left Dugway, replacement not yet in place

· Karen Hartman left USFS nearly a year ago and has not yet been replaced; DWR is working currently mostly with the fuels people on projects

· Bryce Palmer is the new West Desert hydrologist for the BLM

Lek Counts and Population Topics
Heather showed the statewide lek count data from this past spring.  The presentation provided by DWR also includes the BLM triggers, or thresholds for alarm.  DWR, BM, and USFS all work together to use the same definitions for these hard and sot triggers.  Several SGMAs hit triggers this year, but the Sheeprocks was not one of them.  This SGMA was the first to hit one a number of years ago, resulting in some automatic management changes by BLM.

Jason Robinson provided local lek information.  In the past 2-3 years, there have been some new leks popping up—may be a reaction to habitat work and/or translocations.  Tell Jason if you see birds strutting in any new areas!
BLM Updates
BLM is conducting a causal factors analysis for several SGMAs, including Sheeprocks, to determine causes of past population declines.  CFAs are being worked on when a hard trigger is hit for an area.  Drought is one substantial factor in the Sheeprocks.  We will discuss this at a future meeting.

There will be new planning processes starting up; a Notice of Intent will be released November 15th, 2021.  Headquarters is leading it.  The group will be updated as more information is available.
Project updates
Brad explained that most of the work they are doing this year in the Tintic Valley Project.  Lots has already been done.  This includes Mud Springs; work should be done by mid-March.

Future/proposed projects include:

· Ibapah/Clifton Flats, lumped tighter last year for cultural clearance.  That field work is now done.  BLM and DWR are currently identifying areas for treatment.  They are about to initiate NEPA.  The tribe is on the ground and involved with planning.

· Cassie Mellon and Jim Priest are working on planning a project in the Tintics with some wet meadow restoration (Nephi Meadows), and fencing to improve grazing.  This should reduce pressure on the nesting areas.  It fits nicely with the juniper work done last year.  Jim will be the lead on the project.
· East tintic aspen is also in the works; there is not much aspen in the area, so encroaching conifers will be hand cut.  Once NEPA is done, hopefully fall 2022 implementation will be possible.

· Nancy Williams and Shane Hill are working on a shrub planting project on the west side of the Stansbury range.  It is part of mitigation for a solar project to the north.
· Mark Farmer noted that 3000 2-year-old shrubs were planted near Benmore to see if we can get more sagebrush out there.  The grass was scraped to reduce competition.

· DWR will be possibly planning some BDAs in Otts canyon, trying to connect with a bullhog project.  Wet meadow low-tech methods might be interesting for this areas.  Cassie is interested in helping with this.  Could be a good field tour spot.

Research Updates

Melissa has finished with all her field work and is working on analysis and writing.  BLM folks wondered if the annual telemetry report was still going to be available.  They might be interested in continuing to collar more birds.
Steve Slater noted that Hawkwatch has been monitoring jackrabbits and eagles.  Sage-grouse peaks correspond to eagle success as well.  Steve noted that rabbit hemorrhagic disease has had a big impact this year.  Steve mentioned that he would be able to provide more info on eagles at a future meeting.  Anyone with eagle interest should contact Steve.
Jim Priest has been working on pollinator issues, including mapping monarchs in Snake Valley, and working on native bees with the U of U, monitoring bumble bees in the Deep Creeks.  He is planning to go to the McIntyre leks to see what bumblebees are there.  There may be overlap between native bee and sage-grouse habitats.

Follow-up Needed
· Future meeting topics could include: 
· Eagles from Steve Slater
· CFA from BLM
· Pollinators from Jim Priest

· Research finding from Melissa

· When additional information is available about the BLM planning process, Lorien will let the group know.

· Loiren will get Steve an invite to the next UBARM meeting
Next Meeting
The next meeting date was not set.  Lorien will send out a doodle.
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