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What is a sage-grouse—Lek

A lek is a gathering of males, of certain animal species, for
the purposes of competitive mating display.

Utah’s SAGR lek typically mid March through early May.

Leks are very traditional some leks in UT have been
monitored/counted for over 50 years.

Center point for population, population estimates and
trends, hunting permit allocation

12 hens 4 males DLL 2010



Number of male sage-grouse counted in Utah

Utah Sage-grouse Max Males Count

—e— males counted
—=—males per lek




Sage-grouse core areas

Core Sage-grouse Breeding Areas in Utah







Sage-grouse—survival

 Survival rates are %
generally 50-70% for =
adults, much lower for |
chicks

* Generally need 2.25
juveniles/hen for Jas
increasing to stable |
population.

* Precipitation hasalarge e & &Y
influence on survival rates =~ o e

* A variety of mortality
factors including: W
Predation (raptors, colL T2
canids, corvids, badgers), . M?Iity
hunting, and disease. —
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Distribution of Sage-grouse in Utah

......

Present Distribution



Sage-grouse Declines

* Declining throughout
western U.S
Occupy 56% of pre-
settlement habitat
(Schroeder et al. 2004)
» Utah has suffered loss S s
of habitat and A s A
populations B IS g







2009 UT SAGR state wide plan
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Local working group plans

1996: San Juan
County local Box Elder
working group
(SWOG) formed http://utahcbcp.org
for the Gunnison
Sage-grouse.

Southwest
Desert

-
Parker Mountain
Johns Valley

1997: Parker
Mountain local
working group
(PARM) formed
for Greater Sage-
grouse.

13 geographic units
Encompassed both
SAGR and non-
SAGR habitat
Multiple agencies
Multiple counties
Multiple
landowners

Sage-grouse management be a

between federal and state

land management agencies, Utah Division of Wildlife Resources, Tribal
governments, private landowners, grazing and livestock interest, and other

interested groups.



Local working group plans

Formalize (a process), facilitate, _
: Utah’s Community Based
and coordinate the sage-grouse L i

local working group process in “if its not good for the community
Utah. its not good for wildlife”

Work with all stakeholders to
address population, habitat, and —
other issues.

- . —

Complete, implement, monitor,
and report on local sage-grouse é(\ < s

conservation plans. * B M .
Work with local stakeholders and |
state/federal agencies to identity, /

design, implement, and monitor
management projects.


http://utahcbcp.org/�
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LLocal working group plans

Indicator Ratings
Target Key Indicator Poor Fair Good Very | Current | Current | Desired
Attribute Good Status Rating Rating
Sage- Pop. Average # <50 51-150 151- 300+ 745] Fair Good
grouse | sjze males on 500
leks
Sage- Winter Sage Never | Some- Often  Always | Often Good Good
grouse | Habitat heightand above |times above above | above
cover snow |above snow  snhow snow
snow

Indicator ratings represent a range of
variation in the target.

Use whatever information you have but don’t EEe
be paralyzed by a lack of information or TNC CAP pl OCESS

incomplete information!



Presenter
Presentation Notes
When project teams are unable to identify criteria for each rating category of an indicator, ratings should reflect the best assessment of the current status of the indicator and include sufficient justification that someone else would be able to identify a change in the status of that indicator. When assigning the current indicator status, try to consider the concept of natural, or acceptable, range of variation as a guidepost to separate "conserved" (Good or better) versus "not conserved" (Fair or worse). Document how the current status was determined and include a strategy to improve understanding of how to rate status of that target.



Local working group plans

* By ‘06/’07 all 10 GSAGR LWG had completed plans.

* By ‘'06/°07 started a 10 year implementation phase of
the plans.

» LWGs meet (min) 3x per year with one field tour

* LWGs review and assess the CAP part of the plan as
specified

* LWGs modify plan as new information is gleaned
through research
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The USFWS announced that a
“protected status for the greater sage-
rouse is warranted but precluded.
he decision means that the species
could be listed, but because there are
curren%lwo many candidate species,

- the US
- time.
g uin'iﬂ'ﬂr"

S is unable to do so at this

T









Questions
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