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Basic sage-grouse biology/ecology
What is a sage-grouse ?

What it needs, where it lives, history

2009 Utah sage-grouse state wide plan

State level actions/strategies

History and listing decision 2010
Candidate species decision
What this means for Utah and the counties
Local working group plans

What we do, actions/strategies






Sage-grouse Leks

A lek is a gathering of males, of certain animal species,
for the purposes of competitive mating display.

Utah's sage-grouse lek mid March through early May.

Leks are very traditional -- some leks in Utah have
been monitored/counted for over 50 years.

Center point for population, population estimates and
trends, hunting permit allocation
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12 hens 4 males at Deseret Land and Livestock, 2010



Number of male sage-grouse counted in Utah

Utah Sage-grouse Max Males Count

—e— males counted
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Core Sage-grouse Breeding Areas in Utah
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Distribution of Sage-grouse in Utah
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Sage-grouse Declines

* Declining throughout western U.S
OCCUPY 56% Of pre-SEttlement habltat (Schroeder et al. 2004)

» Utah has suffered loss of habitat and populations
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2009 UT SAGR state wide plan
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The USFWS announced that a

“protected status for the greater
sage-grouse is warranted but
precluded.” This means that the
species could be listed, but
because there are currently so
many candidate species, the

USFWS is unable to do so at this
~ time.
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Local working groups

2002 State Sage-grouse Plan:

Sage-grouse management must be a
cooperative effort between federal and state
land management agencies, Utah Division of
Wildlife Resources, Tribal governments,
private landowners, grazing and livestock
interests, and other interested groups.

10 Greater-sage-grouse groups in Utah

USU Extension administers working groups:
“Community-Based Conservation Program”

UDWR has management authority






Local working groups

10 Local Working Groups
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Local working groups

* All groups have completed plans.
» Plans are in a 10-year implementation phase.
» Groups meet at least 3 times/year, with a field tour

» Plans are modified as new information is learned
or the threats change

» USU Extension tracks progress annually
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Next UBARM Meeting: TBD

for info contact Lorien.Belton@usu.edu
or 435-770-2413
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