
4-H WORKING RANCH DUMMY ROPING JUDGES CARD 
JUNIORS AND NOVICE 
 

JUDGE   

CLASS   

DATE   

 
1 POINT PENALTIES 

A. Missed loop 
 

5 POINT PENALTIES 

A. Using inappropriate hand hold for tack used 

B. Illegal equipment/attire 

C. Blatant disobedience  

 

-0- SCORE 

A. Fall of horse or rider 

B. Abuse of horse or cattle 

C. Excessive/blatant disobedience  
 

CREDITS 

1. Horsemanship: Collected and quiet horse that offers little to no 

resistance to the rider, lightness of aids, willingness of horse, 

partnership between horse and rider. 

 

2. Roping Technique: Positioning for chosen shot. Display of safe 

dallying techniques. Ability to efficient handle rope including 

coiling and building a loop. 

 

3. Degree of Difficulty: Difficulty of loops thrown (non-traditional 

loops/difficult shots). 

 

4. Total Run Content: Overall performance from start to finish. 

Time limit of 3 minutes heading (3 head loops) and 3 minutes heeling (3 heel loops). Each rider begins with a 

score of 70.  
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4-H WORKING RANCH ROPING JUDGES CARD 
INTERMEDIATE AND SENIOR  
JUDGE   

CLASS   

DATE   

 
½ POINT PENALTIES 

A. Missed loop, taking off illegal head catch 

B. Excessive setup for shot 

C. Only catching one leg 

D. Failure to head or heel each animal  

     (½ point per animal) 
 

-0- SCORE 

A. Fall of horse or rider 

B. Abuse of horse or cattle 

C. Excessive/Blatant loping  

     (heading only) 

 

2.5 POINT PENALTIES 

A. Minimal loping before animal is caught  

B. Excessive disturbance of the herd 

 

CREDITS 

1. Horsemanship: Collected and quiet horse that offers little to no 

resistance to the rider, lightness of aids, willingness of horse, 

partnership between horse and rider. 

 

2. Stockmanship: Slow and consistent quiet handling with cattle, 

efficient manner of roping that reduces stress on the cattle, with 

calm and quite herd entry and movement. 

 

3. Roping Technique: Positioning for chosen shot. Display of safe 

dallying techniques. Ability to efficiently handle rope including 

coiling and building a loop. 

 

4. Degree of Difficulty 1. Difficulty of loops thrown (non-traditional 

loops/difficult shots) 2. Cattle resistance. 

5 POINT PENALTIES 

A. Using inappropriate hand hold for tack used 

B. Illegal equipment/attire 

C. Blatant disobedience (biting/kicking) 

 

Time limit of 2.5 minutes heading (two head loops) and 2.5 minutes heeling (one heel loop). Each rider begins 

with a score of 70.  
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4-H WORKING RANCH SORTING JUDGES CARD 

JUDGE   

CLASS   

DATE   

 
1 POINT PENALTIES 

A. Loss of working advantage 

B. Working out of position 
 

50 SCORE 

A. Turn tail to cow 
 

-0- SCORE 

A. Fall of horse or rider 

B. Abuse of horse or cattle 

 
3 POINT PENALTIES 

A. Each cow not sorted  

B. Excessive disturbance of the herd 
 

 

CREDITS 

1. Horsemanship: Collected and quiet horse that offers little to no 

resistance to the rider, lightness of aids, willingness of horse, 

partnership between horse and rider. 
 

2. Stockmanship: Slow and consistent quiet handling with cattle, 

efficient manner of sorting that reduces stress on the cattle, 

accurate and smooth sorting, calm and quite herd entry and 

movement. 
 

3. Degree of Difficulty i.e. cattle resistance 

 

4. Total Run Content: Overall performance from start to finish 

including using gate help appropriately. 

 

5 POINT PENALTIES 

A. Dirty Cows (wrong numbered cows) 

B. Blatant disobedience (biting/kicking) 

C. Using inappropriate hand hold for tack used 

D. Illegal equipment/attire 

E. Gate help aiding contestant inappropriately 

 

Judge may blow his/her whistle at any time to terminate the work. A score of zero will be given, if the work is 

not complete at that time. Time limit of 2½ minutes to sort a maximum of 3 head of cattle. Each rider begins 

with a score of 70.  
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50 Score

60 Score

3

- Inappropriate hand hold for the tack used ( 2 hands on the reins in a shank bit)
-Illegal equipment/attire



D-Inappropriate hand hold for the tack used ( 2 hands on the reins in a shank bit)/

50 Score -0- Score



D-Inappropriate hand hold for the tack used ( 2 hands on the reins in a shank bit)
E-Illegal equipment/attire

#

50 Score
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