
UTAH 4-H: Pathway to

CAREER READINESS

The 4-H Career Readiness project equips youth with critical skills to 
successfully transition from 4-H experiences to the workplace. 
Through hands-on experiences, youth explore career 
interests, build workforce competencies, and gain the 
confidence to pursue college or vocational paths. This 
project is designed to connect youth with real-world 
learning opportunities that reflect their goals and 
community needs. Career exploration and readiness 
programming helps youth make informed decisions 
about their future and fosters independence as 
young adults.

HOW TO GET THERE

What skills will I learn? 

•	 Resume & Cover 
Letter Writing

•	 Interviewing Skills
•	 Teamwork
•	 Communication
•	 Goal Setting
•	 Planning

•	 Event Management
•	 Strategic Thinking
•	 Problem Solving
•	 Decision Making
•	 Organizing

The 4-H Project Pathway

•	 Use 4-H Career Kits to discover new career paths. These include hands-on 
activities related to aviation, food science, or engineering.

KEEP LEARNING
•	 Build your first résumé and cover letter using the 4-H Portfolio Program 

tools and resources, then see which jobs are interesting to you with “4-H 
Interviews with Pros” videos.

•	 Start your own business and pitch it to real-world mentors through 
the 4-H Entrepreneurs Program, or apply for a seasonal job using our 
resources from USU’s Career Design Center.

PRACTICE & APPLICATION

REAL-WORLD EXPERIENCE

•	 Submit your résumé to a simulated job posting in the 4-H Portfolio Contest 
and get feedback from professionals.

START HERE
EXPLORE

“I might like to do this.”

“I can do this.”

LEARN

“I’m interested in this.”

PRACTICE

“I will be this.”

EXPERIENCE



Available lesson plans, project books, or guides:
•	 4-H Entrepreneurs Lessons
•	 4-H Career Readiness Club Meeting Warm-Ups: 

extension.usu.edu/utah4h/programs/career-readiness/club-meeting-warm-up.php

•	 Career Exploration Kits
•	 4-H Entrepreneurs Programs 
•	 4-H Portfolio Contests 
•	 4-H Bright Ideas

•	4-H Interviews with Pros: extension.usu.edu/utah4h/programs/career-readiness/interviews-with-pros.php 

•	4-H Portfolio Help: extension.usu.edu/utah4h/more/4-h-portfolios 

•	Resources to Apply for your first job: extension.usu.edu/utah4h/programs/career-readiness/job-resources-for-teens.php 

•	USU Scholarship Help: scholarships.usu.edu

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES

TRAINING

OTHER RESOURCES

CURRICULUM

LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
•	 See leadership opportunities on “Youth Leadership” pathway sheet

Project-based community service or volunteer ideas

•	 See service opportunities listed on “Service Learning” pathway sheet

Ways youth can lead within the project

The 4-H Career Readiness program prepares youth for life beyond high school by helping 
them identify potential career paths and connect with Utah State University resources. 
Students learn real-world skills, such as applying for jobs, managing money, and planning 
for higher education or skilled trades.
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