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Dr. Brent Black, Extension Fruit Specialist

Bramble Cane Management

U p d a t e  o n  We b  R e s o u r c e
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Light optimization

• Pruning and tree training
• Trees structure exists to hold leaves and carry fruit

• Fruit quality goes where light goes

• Optimum light use is 70%
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Light optimization – canefruit?

• Maximize light interception and utilization

• Minimize labor inputs
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System in the Pacific Northwest

• Narrow vertical bearing surface

• Advantages
• Hand harvest

• Machine harvest

• Insect and disease control 
• Canopy density optimum

• Uniform spray coverage
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PNW hedgerow system

From: Commercial Red Raspberry 
Production in the Pacific Northwest (2007)

• Continuous row

• Canes held between two 
wires

• Topped above the trellis (6’)

• Canopy density affects pest 
and disease pressure
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System in the Pacific Northwest

• Trained in hills

• 4 to 6 canes per hill

• Vertical trellis

• Untopped

• Canes bunched and bent over

• Terminal fruit are undersized
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System in the Pacific Northwest

• Disadvantage – primocane position

• Suppress primocanes

• Burn them off (contact herbicide)

• Long growing season with 
significant late cane growth
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“V” trellis for Hand Harvest (Northeast)

V-trellis

• Characteristics
• 4’ tall x 3’ to 4’ wide

• Recommend 20 to 30° from vertical

• Management
• Floricanes removed post harvest

• Primocanes selected and tied over in spring

• Cane density = 4 - 6/foot
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Support for Fall-bearing types
• Metal Posts 

• Baling twine

• Adjust canopy width by rotating posts

• Adjust trellis height by post depth

• Commonly used with primocane fruiters

• Posts available from Indiana Berry 
(indianaberry.com)  
• 5’ x 26” 

• $19.50 each

• DIY
• #3 rebar (3/8”)

• 32” piece and 5’
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Which system is best for you?
Economics

• Trellis materials

• Yields

• Labor cost and availability
• Trellis installation

• Pruning and tying

• Harvest labor
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Semi-erect blackberries

• Trellis
• Large wooden posts, 25’ apart
• Two wires at both 2’ and 4’ (can just use one)
• One upper wire at 5’

• Top primocanes at 6’ 

• In winter, tie canes to upper wire, shorten laterals
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Erect blackberries – floricane fruiting

• Trellis
• T-posts

• Two lower wires, 1.5-2’ high and 1.5-2’ apart (optional)
• Used to tie first year canes, which are trailing

• Two upper wires 3.5’ high, and 3’ apart

• Top primocanes at 3-4’ during growing season

• Shorten laterals to 12-14” during dormant season
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Erect blackberries – primocane fruiting

• Trellis
• T-posts

• Two wires (or bailing twine) 1.5-2’ high and 1.5-2’ apart

• “Soft tip” primocanes when they reach 1.5’; tip laterals 
when they reach 1.5’
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Web Resources www.fruit.usu.edu

http://www.fruit.usu.edu/
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Web Resources

www.fruit.usu.edu

www.berry.usu.edu

http://www.fruit.usu.edu/
http://www.berry.usu.edu/
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Web Resources – alternative crops

fruit.usu.edu

http://www.fruit.usu.edu/
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Web Resources – alternative crops

www.fruit.usu.edu

Alternative crops
• Goji

• Haskap

• Hardy kiwi

• Hazelnut

• Nanking Cherry

• Elderberry

• Serviceberry

• Chokecherry

http://www.fruit.usu.edu/

