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Speckled Green Fruitworm
(Orthosia hibisci)
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Do You Know?

¢ Fruitworms chew holes in fruits and leaves, and
can cause localized defoliation of fruit trees.

¢ Fruitworms can be monitored with beat-samples
(abrupt shaking of tree branches over a tray).

¢ Applications of reduced-risk insecticides,
such as Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) and spinosad
formulations, are effective for conftrol.

n Utah, the speckled green fruitworm (Order

Lepidoptera, Family Noctuidae) is a common pest of
fruit frees. The larvae (caterpillars) hatch in spring and
begin feeding on buds, flowers, leaves and young fruit.
The larvae can also feed on a variety of ornamental
frees, such as willow, birch, poplar, alder, and maple.

Fig. 1. Speckled green fruitworm larva.

HOST INJURY AND MONITORING

The speckled green fruitworm generally does not cause
serious damage, though high densities can cause
localized defoliation. The larva (Fig. 1) feeds on flowers,
leaves, and fruit. Feeding damage to early-season fruit,
such as young apples and cherries (Fig. 2), results in
severe malformation of the mature fruit (Fig. 3). Beat-
samples (shaking or banging limbs over a light-colored
tray) are a good way to determine if fruitworm larvae are
present.
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Fig. 3. Mature apple with fruitworm injury.

DESCRIPTION AND LIFE HISTORY

The speckled green fruitworm spends the winter as a
pupa in the soil. Adult moths emerge in April and May
and lay egg masses (100-300 eggs each) in the tree
canopy. The moth is stout, reddish brown (approximately
%-inch long, “.-inch wide) with subtle spotting on the
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Fig. 4. Speckled green fruitworm life history in northern Utah.

wings. Larvae begin hatching in late April in northern
Utah, and are present through June. There is one
generation per year (Fig. 4).

The larva has a lime-green head, and pale green body
with white speckles, and white lines running along its back
and sides (Fig. 1). This coloration allows it to hide amongst
leaves and young fruit.

MANAGEMENT

Speckled green fruitworms are generally not a problem
where insecticides are applied for other fruit insect pests.
They are easily suppressed with the bacterial insecticides
Bacillus thuringiensis (Bf) (many formulations) and
spinosad (Success, Entrust, Conserve), and most broad-
spectrum insecticides.

Precautionary Statement: Utah State University Extension and its employees are not responsible for the use, misuse, or damage caused by application or misapplication of products or
information mentioned in this document. All pesticides are labeled with ingredients, instructions, and risks, and not all are registered for edible crops. “Registered use” pesticides may

only be applied by a licensed applicator. The pesticide applicator is legally responsible for proper use. USU makes no endorsement of the products listed herein.

Utah State University is committed to providing an environment free from harassment and other forms of illegal discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age (40 and older), dis-
ability, and veteran's status. USU's policy also prohibits discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation in employment and academic related practices and decisions. Utah State University employees
and students cannot, because of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, or veteran's status, refuse to hire; discharge; promote; demote; terminate; discriminate in compensation; or
discriminate regarding terms, privileges, or conditions of employment, against any person otherwise qualified. Employees and students also cannot discriminate in the classroom, residence halls, or in
on/off campus, USU-sponsored events and activities. This publication is issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Dept. of Ag..
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