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Beetles Fast Facts 
Many beetles are beneficial insects.  They eat other pest 
insects and plants that are considered weeds.

Beetles can be so effective in controlling pest and weed 
populations that they are sometimes intentionally introduced 
as biological controls.

Ground Beetle adults and larva will eat almost any kind of 
insect.

Blister Beetle larva eat grasshopper eggs but when provoked 
adults can secrete a chemical that can blister skin or cause 
painful swelling.

Tortoise Beetle larva and adults eat bindweed, thistle, horse 
nettle and burdock.



Examples of Beneficial Beetles

•Ground Beetles •Rove Beetles

•Tiger Beetles •Tortoise Beetles

•Blister Beetles



























1. Ground beetle Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources - Forestry 
Archive, , United States

2. Ground beetle Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources - Forestry 
Archive,

3. Golden Tortoise beetle Johnny N. Dell, , United States
4. Tiger beetle Sturgis McKeever, Georgia Southern University, United States
5. Six spotted tiger beetle eating green catepillar David Cappaert, Michigan State University, 

United States
6. Blister Beetles Whitney Cranshaw, Colorado State University, United States
7. Blister Beetle Whitney Cranshaw, Colorado State University, United States
8. Three striped blister beetle Clemson University - USDA Cooperative Extension Slide Series, , 

United States
9. Tortoise beetle Peggy Greb, USDA Agricultural Research Service, United States
10. Blister beetles David Cappaert, Michigan State University, United States
11. Rove beetle Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources - Forestry 

Archive, ,
12. Rove beetle Joseph Berger, , United States
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