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• 9:00 am: Welcome (Lori  Spears, USU)

• 9:15 am: Partner agencies and their roles (Dawn Holzer,  USDA APHIS 
PPQ)

• 9:30 am: Emerald ash borer (Ryan Davis, USU)

• 10:15 am: Break

• 10:30 am: Japanese beetle (Joey Caputo, UDAF)

• 11:00 am: Brown marmorated stink bug (Cody Holthouse, Zach 
Schumm, USU)

• 11:40 am Spotted lanternfly (Lori  Spears, USU)

• 12:00 pm: Lunch

• 1:00 pm: Backyard beekeeping (JayDee Gunnell ,  USU)

Agenda



Guides
• First Detector Guide to Invasive Insects
• Invasive Fruit Pest Guide for Utah
• Common Ornamental Pests of Utah

First Detector Swag Bags



Utah’s First Detector Program is a response to the 
constant and growing threat of invasive species

Gypsy Moth



…and the list goes on and on.

Japanese Beetle



…and the list goes on and on.

Spotted wing drosophila

Velvet longhorned beetle



…and the list goes on and on.

Brown marmorated stink bug



…and the list goes on and on.

Elm seed bug



…and the list goes on and on.

Small hive beetle



…and the list goes on and on.

Balsam woolly adelgid



Waiting in the wings…

Emerald ash borer



Waiting in the wings…

Spotted lanternfly



• An organism that is not 
native to the local 
environment and is 
capable of harming the 
economy, environment 
or human health.

• The term “invasive” is 
reserved for the most 
aggressive and 
destructive non-native 
species.

What is an Invasive Species?

*One estimate of cost: $120 billion per year in the U.S.
Pimentel et al. 2015



Invasive species can be introduced either 
accidentally or intentionally



Focus on Early Stages of Invasion













• Increase public awareness about the threats of 
invasive species to Utah’s resources

• Collect samples or pictures, else pass on information 
for the UPPDL or UDAF to collect sample(s)

• Help coordinate local volunteer efforts, etc.

Our goal is to create a group of well-trained, 
committed volunteer leaders



• First Detectors never announce the arrival of a new pest. 

• All information regarding potentially new, invasive pests 
must be treated as confidential. 

First Detector Responsibilities



Contact Us



utahpests.usu.edu



Powerpoint slides shown today will be 
available on the Utah Pests CAPS site soon





Funding provided by USDA APHIS PPQ 
and USU Extension
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