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2014 Farm Bill Section 10007

Protecting Plant Health

• U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal 

and Plant Health Inspection Service 

(APHIS) provides funding for Federal, 

State, tribal, and nongovernmental efforts 

to protect U.S. plant health. 



• Specifically, Section 10007 authorizes 
$62.5 million per year in Commodity Credit 
Corporation funding from fiscal year (FY) 
2014 to FY 2017 and $75 million per year 
in FY 2018 and beyond. Since 2009, 
APHIS has funded more than 1,700 Farm 
Bill projects across the United States. 



$$$

Administrative





Partnership and Collaboration

• Many organizations play a crucial role in protecting the Nation’s 
agriculture, environment, and natural resources from plant 
pests and disease

• APHIS’ Plant Protection and Quarantine program (PPQ) works 
closely with Federal, State, industry, academic, and foreign 
entities to develop and implement scientifically-sound 
approaches to pest detection, surveillance, and eradication

• APHIS is responsible for: 
– coordinating the identification and prioritization of pest threats

– identifying survey protocols

– prescribing pest diagnostic procedures

– confirming the taxonomic identity of plant pests

– administering cooperative agreements to States to carry out pest 
and disease detection surveys

– ensuring the timely recording and reporting of survey results

– coordinating regulatory responses to pest and disease outbreaks



Other agencies within USDA that 

also have a role include:
• National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA):

– provides outreach to and training for first detectors

– oversees the National Plant Diagnostic Network

– conducts diagnostic response exercises for pests of regulatory significance

– When a pest cannot be eradicated, NIFA, through its Land Grant University system, 

may provide research to support long-term control efforts

• Agricultural Research Service (ARS):

– conducts research

– searches for biological control agents in foreign countries

– serves as a technical liaison to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on 

pesticide issues

• U.S. Forest Service (FS):

– manages pests (including survey activity) in national forests

– coordinates similar efforts with the state and private foresters

• Risk Management Agency (RMA):

– provides guidance for documenting good farming practices and crop insurance 

programs



Utah Department of Agriculture and 

Food (UDAF)
• State departments of agriculture carry out 

pest and disease detection surveys as part of 
the Cooperative Agricultural Pest Survey 
(CAPS) program and Farm Bill

• States also survey for specific pests and 
diseases to support control and eradication 
programs

• States often lead regulatory responses to 
new pests in accordance with APHIS national 
policy, typically as a joint command with PPQ 
under the Incident Command System.



USDA Extension Service
• All universities engage in research and 

teaching, but the nation's more than 100 
land-grant colleges and universities have a 
third, critical mission — extension. 

• Through extension, land-grant colleges 
and universities bring vital, practical 
information to agricultural producers, small 
business owners, consumers, families, 
and young people.



Importance of partnerships

• Partnerships with plant industries and academia 
creates new opportunities for information sharing 
and coordinated pest and disease detection and 
reporting activities

• Collaboration and cooperation, based on well-
established partnerships between plant industries, 
state officials, academia, and PPQ, remains the 
catalyst for continued success

• PPQ’s partnerships are essential to achieve the 
goals outlined in the Farm Bill plan as well as 
future strategies



Role of public citizens 

• The general public also plays an essential role in 
protecting U.S. plant and agricultural health

• Public already involved in pest detection – a number of 
pests of regulatory significance have been found and 
reported
– 2014, the spotted lantern fly was reported by a Fish and 

Game employee in Pennsylvania, who found it in his 
backyard

– 2007, the light brown apple moth was reported by a 
professor in Berkley, California, who found it in his backyard

– Asian long horned beetle was reported by a woman in 
Massachusetts, who found the pest while hiking

– Japanese beetle was found in Utah by a Master Gardener

• APHIS can benefit from more “eyes on the ground” to 
look for unusual plant pests 



Goal 1: Enhance Plant 

Pest/Disease Analysis and Survey 



Goal 2: 

Target Domestic 

Inspection Activities 

at Vulnerable Points 

in the Safeguarding 

Continuum



Goal 3: 

Pest Identification 

and Detection 

Technology 

Enhancement 



Goal 4:

Safeguard Nursery 

Production



Goal 5:

Outreach and 

Education



Goal 6: Enhance 

Mitigation Capabilities 



National Clean Plant 

Network 




