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Raising sheep might not be the first thing that comes to mind when thinking about 
livestock, but for small farms and rural homesteads, these animals can be a surprisingly 
smart and versatile choice.  
If you’re just starting out or working with limited acreage, sheep could be a great fit. They 
don’t need as much space as cattle, they select different plants than cattle, and they’re 
able to graze in rougher areas like hillsides or brushy spots, helping you get the most out of 
your land. This can also make pasture rotation easier and more efficient.  
Another plus? Sheep are relatively low maintenance when it comes to infrastructure. They 
don’t require large barns or fancy equipment. That said, they do need regular shearing, and 
it's important to stay on top of their basic care.  
Sheep offer a dual-income opportunity: meat and wool. Selling lambs is a common route, 
but even a small flock can produce valuable wool. If you don’t have enough fleece to 
interest big buyers, consider selling to local fiber artists or crafters. Colored wool, in 
particular, is in high demand and harder to find.  
Even if you decide not to sell the wool, it doesn’t have to go to waste. Wool is naturally 
insulating even when wet and can be used in outbuildings or chicken coops. It also works 
well for cleaning up oil spills, thanks to its absorbent and flame-resistant qualities.  
On the farm, wool can be composted or used as mulch in the garden. It helps block weeds 
while slowly adding nutrients back into the soil.  
Like any livestock, sheep come with their own set of challenges. Predators can be a 
serious threat, so good fencing is a must. Depending on where you live, you may also want 
to look into a livestock guardian animal to help keep them safe.  
Sheep are prone to certain diseases and parasites, so it’s a good idea to check on them 
daily. And it has been said that sheep are not always the sharpest animals on the farm, but 
usually that stems more from a lack of understanding than actual intelligence.   
For rural landowners looking to make better use of their property or add a steady side 
income—sheep can be a worthwhile investment. With modest care and some good 
planning, they offer a lot in return: meat, wool, and a way to make every acre count.  
 


