Celebrating National Ag Day: Honoring Agriculture’s Impact on Our Community

By Kacie Sorensen

Last week on March 19th was National Agriculture Day, a time to recognize and celebrate the
critical role that agriculture plays in our daily lives. From the food on our tables to the clothes we
wear and the fuel that powers our vehicles, agriculture is at the heart of it all. This day serves as
a reminder of the hard work and dedication of farmers, ranchers, and agricultural professionals
who keep our nation thriving.

Why Agriculture Matters

Agriculture is more than just an industry—it's a way of life. In Utah, farming and ranching are
integral to both the economy and local communities. Livestock production, dairy farming, crop
cultivation, and agribusinesses provide jobs and sustain families across the state. According to
the Utah Department of Agriculture and Food, the industry contributes billions of dollars to our
economy each year.

Beyond its economic impact, agriculture also ensures food security. With a growing global
population, farmers and ranchers must continue innovating to meet increasing demands.
National Ag Day is an opportunity to educate others about the importance of sustainable
farming, technological advancements in agriculture, and the need to support local producers.
4-H and Agriculture: Shaping the Next Generation

For many youth in our community, 4-H provides an avenue to learn about agriculture firsthand.
Through livestock projects, gardening, and leadership activities, 4-H members develop essential
life skills, including responsibility, problem-solving, and teamwork. By raising animals,
maintaining records, and participating in county fairs, these young leaders gain an appreciation
for the agricultural industry and its challenges.

As a 4-H leader, I've seen firsthand the dedication of these young agriculturalists. They are the
future of our industry, and National Ag Day is the perfect time to recognize their efforts and
encourage more youth to get involved.

How You Can Celebrate National Ag Day

Whether you live on a farm or in the city, everyone can celebrate National Ag Day! Here are a
few ways to participate:

e Support Local Farmers — Shop at farmers’ markets, purchase locally sourced meat and
dairy, or visit a farm-to-table restaurant.

o Educate Yourself and Others — Learn about where your food comes from and share that
knowledge with others, especially youth.

e Thank a Farmer or Rancher — A simple “thank you” can go a long way in recognizing the
hard work of those in agriculture.

o Engage in 4-H or FFA Activities — Encourage youth to join programs that provide hands-
on agricultural experiences.

o Advocate for Agriculture — Share positive messages about agriculture on social media
and help dispel common myths about the industry.

Next year on March 19th, let’'s take a moment to appreciate the people who grow our food, raise
our livestock, and ensure that agriculture remains strong for future generations. Agriculture is



not just about farming, it's about feeding families, supporting communities, and sustaining the
world.
Happy National Agriculture Day!



