
Spruce, Norway 
Picea abies 

General
Family: Pinaceae - Pine
Cultivar Availability: Yes 
Hardiness Zone: 2  -  7
Tree Type: Conifer
Utah Native: No 

Growth
Growth Rate: Medium 
Mature Height: High 
Longevity: High 
OK Under
Powerlines: 

No 

Crown Shape: Pyramidal 

Ornamental
Flowers: No 
Fruit: Yes 
Foliage: No 
Fall Color: No 
Bark: No 

Tolerances 
Shade: Medium 
Salt: Low 
Drought:  Medium 
Poor Drainage: Medium 
Alkalinity: Medium 

Leaves: Needles borne singly; about 1"
long; sharp; evergreen; dark green;
4-angled,  but  somewhat  f la t tened in
cross-sec t ion .

Twigs/buds:  On older trees of larger
cult ivars long twigs often hang down and
sway in the wind; glabrous; leaves on a
short  s talk that  remains part  of  the twig.  
Buds 1/4" long; red-brown or l ight
brown; not resinous; scales often with
spreading t ips;  roset te  shaped.

Flowers/fruit: Monoecious.  Fruit a large
papery cone that hangs down; 4" to 7"
long; light tan colored.

Bark: Light to dark gray;  made-up of thin
scales; in wide ridges on older trees.

Wood: Important  in  Europe and
somewhat in eastern U.S.; light colored;
indistinct heartwood; slightly resinous;
used for  pulp  and paper .

General: Native to Europe.  Widely
planted ornamentally in U.S and fairly
commonly planted in Utah.   Gets taller
and wider,  grows faster  than blue
spruce.    Intermediate shade tolerance.

Landscape Use: Beautiful and desirable,
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Transplanting:  Medium but highly variable depending on
cultivar.    Medium growth rate and can
get very tall and wide.  Placing two or
three together  in a  large-scale landscape
can be very impressive.  Long, weeping
branchlets on some cult ivars are very
attractive.   Like blue spruce, many
planted trees are being kil led by spruce
ips beetle attack, made worse by chronic
under-water ing.    Zones  2-7.

Cultivars: 'Argenteospica' ,
'Clanbrassiliana', 'Maxwell', 'Nidiformis',
fo rma  pendula,  'Procumbens',  'Pumila',
'Repens' .
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Large Drooping Form - (c) Michael Kuhns 

Female Cones - (c) Michael Kuhns 
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Twig - (c) Rose Long 

Bark - (c) Rose Long 
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Crown, 'Arocona' - (c) Michael Kuhns 

Cones, 'Arocona' - (c) Michael Kuhns 
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Crown, 'Pendula' - (c) Michael Kuhns 

Crown, 'Pendula' - (c) Rose Long 
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Young Female Cones, 'Pendula' - (c) Michael Kuhns 

Crown, 'Pumila' - (c) Michael Kuhns 

Utah State University is  committed to providing an environment free from harassment and other forms of i l legal discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age (40 and older), disability, and veteran's status. USU's policy also prohibits
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation in employment and academic related practices and decisions.  Utah State
University employees and students cannot, because of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, or veteran's status,
refuse to hire;  discharge; promote; demote; terminate; discriminate in compensation; or discriminate regarding terms, privileges,
or condit ions of employment,  against  any person otherwise qualif ied.  Employees and students also cannot discriminate in the
classroom, residence halls,  or in on/off campus, USU-sponsored events and activit ies.  This publication is issued in furtherance of
Cooperative Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Noelle
Cockett, Vice President for Extension and Agriculture, Utah State University (  extension.usu.edu).
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This fact sheet was produced by the Tree Browser, an application provided by Utah State University Forestry Extension
(  extension.usu.edu/forestry). 
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