Utah’'s Walk-in Access:

The promise and potential of the state’s WIA
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» A year researching Walk-in

BaCkg rou nd Access for The Drake, a
quarterly fly-fishing journal,

where I'm a senior writer.

Visited every WIA site
(~40) that had moving
water, as well as a few
flatwaters. Fished about
2/3 and drove ~3,500 miles

Spoke with ~50 people in
Utah — current / former
state and elected officials,
ranchers, access
advocates,
conservationists, anglers,
businesspeople guides,
and officials in WWyoming
and ldaho

 Published Summer 2025



Before starting ...

Entering Walk-In
Access Property

See registration box for site
MNo unauthorized - rules and regulations

motor vehicles allowed
‘beyond this sign.

Photo: Darin Jensen, owner of WIA property on Mud Creek

Thank you to:

* Property owners and
ranchers who give
access

« Officials who have
worked to gain access

» Advocates who
continue to push for
greater access

 Those who want to
learn more and play
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Walk-in Access has abundant potential ...

Great fishing
See the state
Ease of access

Opportunities for solitude

Remote adventure




... but |
not always (this) clear on direction

|ON: ANGLERS
EEP TO THE RIGHT

_ATTENT
PLEASE K
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Other places that seemed promising ...
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Seasonal Closure:

DNR
j WWHEESLEEE NN UTAHDIVISION OF WILDLIFE RESOURCES

H&B Land Co

Description:
2583 acres of land for hunting big game, upland game, and cougar. 2.1 miles of stream access on North

Eden Creek.
Primary Purpose or Activity:
hunting and fishing

property is closed (no hunting access) from February 1 through August 14. Property is open to anglers
year-round.

Special Restrictions:
no off road vehicle use. Motorized vehicles are only allowed on public roads that may exist within the

property. All use of property is by foot or horseback.
Standard Rules:

¢ Close any gates you go through
¢ Obey all posted signs

¢ NO TARGET SHOOTING

o Park in the designated area(s)

¢ Pick up all trash (even if it isn’t yours)

¢ No shooting allowed within 600 feet of buildings, houses, livestock or machinery

o Respect this private property

County:

rich

DNR program: ¥
Walk-in Access St
Region:

Northern

Species:

Big Game

Mountain Lion
Upland Game

s

Activities:

Leslie McFarlane | Esri, CGIAR, USGS | Lincoln County, WY, Utah Geospatial Resource Center, Esri, TomTom, Garmin, SafeGrap...



... led (eventually) to this.
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... Afew have pretty low visitation numbers
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... and possibly for good reason ...




... elsewhere there were obstacles.

Entering Walk-In
Access property

Motorized vehicles prohibited beyond
this point

Please respect private property
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Some places have easy access and clear

directions ...

Services Agencies
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McMichael - Walk in
access

This property provides
access to 0.52 miles of the
Weber River and 125 acre ...

7751
300 6001t

: WWHESEEEN S UTAHDIVISION OF WILDLIFE RESOURCE

McMichael
Description:
This property provides access to 0.52 miles of the Weber River and 125 acres of hunting property and is Iocared
southwest of Coalville. To access this property, take I-80 exit 162, Coalville, and then turn east into Coalville. At
the stop sign on main street head south (turn right) and drive 3.9 miles to Judd Lane. Turn right onto Judd Lane,
cross over the freeway and turn right immediately after onto a dirt road that heads north. Park at the end of this road
and enter the property over the fence crossover.

Primary Purpose or Activity:
Fishing and Hunting
Standard Rules:

« NO TARGET SHOOTING

¢ Park in the designated area(s)

o Pick up all trash (even if it isn’t yours)

* No shooting allowed within 600 feet of buildings, houses, livestock or machinery
¢ Respect this private property

County:
Summit

DNR program:
Walk-in Access
Region:
Northern
Species:

Brown Trout
Cutthroat Trout
Mountain Whitefish
Rainbow Trout

Utah sucker
Waterfowl

Activities:

Fishing
Description: This property provides access to 0.52 miles of the Weber River and is located southwest of
Coalville.

Hunting
Description: This property provides access to 125 acres of hunting property and is located southwest of
Coalville.
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Leslie McFarlane | Esri, NASA, NGA, USGS, FEMA | Esri Community Maps Contributors, Utah Geospatial Resource Center, © OpenStreetMa... \=3=]
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but also fun fish

Mud Creek WIA, July 2024

Photos



The Weber River. Where WIA began

 The Weber still
has some of the
best Walk-in
Access In the
state

* Heavy
pressure

 What's it’s
future?

» Concerns it
~~n11lAd ha acAlA AFF



Public Waters Access Act

' » After PWAA, WIA was viewed as potential solution /
] answer to reduction in stream access mileage.

 State sponsored Utah Waterways Task Force
examined this. Utah Legislature also directed UDNR
to earmark $450,000 for WIA.

* UDWR Director at the time testified there were
some 500 miles officials believed could be brought
into WIA.

« Utah Legislature appropriated $300,000; there was
also $2.2 million in federal funds earmarked for
expansion of WIA, specifically in Southern Utah.




Where we are today with walk-in access?




« Some good waters: variety of
species, healthy fish, adventure,
little pressure.

» Other waters: worth a visit or
two

A handful: An option for locals,
but not great for travelers.

* Peaked in 2017 with 59 stream
miles. General decline since.

 Overall, WIA has been
stagnant: budget flat
($130,000/year, not fully spent),
enrolled miles hovering in the
30s-40s, high pressure in the
same areas.

* Need for fresh ideas, other
properties.



With some options don't seem that great




Southern
miles Utah has the most enrolled
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Wi
ith some great fishing potential

Before you enter

this Walk-in Access area
Entering Walk-In t

Access property




Finding these
places was a
challenge

 Dumb luck: | came
across a buried
spreadsheet on a
forgotten state DWR
website that actually had
GPS coordinates to these
locations.
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What's the roead ahead?
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-In Access Doomed?




Or is there new potential?

Photos: Lake Fork Creek WIA



What about those 500
miles?

Weber River

(est. 71 miles, 6 stream areas, many landowners)
R —

Layton
Kaysville
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481.5 miles
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1 Stream Name Section Reach Description Length (mi) Region:
7 East Fork Sevier River 2 From Otter Creek Re 11 |
8 Middle Sevier River 13 From below Piute Re 13

9 Middle Sevier River 12 From Hoovers to cor 9

10 Beaver River 1 From Minersville Res )

11 Fremont River 5 County road crossing 4.5

12 Clear Creek 1 Fremont Indian State 2.5

13 Upper Provo River 7-8 Jordanelle to confluence with South Fe¢
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How Other States Manage Walk-in
Access

Wyoming ldaho

* Does annual
evaluation of
properties to
determine best

e 2X-3x number of
stream miles.

* Doesn’t advertise pay

2 options.
rates to landowners. ARCHERY-HUNTING B
* Also facin i | Arsg oy
1eing ' panel of experts.
competition.

 Allows for
market rates, but
not bidding wars.

* Paid $1.3 million in
2024 for hunting and
fishing access leases.

« Spent $600,000
in 2025.



Angler Responsibilities
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