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PROTECTING A -PRECIOUS RESOURCE

" +Natural night sky environments are restorative
INspirational places for people and are essential
_for all living things on our planet. In today’s
‘developed world there are very few places
whére we_can access a truly natural night sky.
aThe rec t and rapid increase of artiﬁcial light

many. OVer 80% of North Americans
iisee the Milky Way from where they

The Ba§rh ‘and Range Dar s{y Qooperatlve
(BRDSC) began as an effort to protect one of
the most natural night skies in the lower 48 with
a mission to reduce further loss of nocturnal

environments and to safegua[d_g%cﬂem the
inspiration, education and enjoym he night
sky. -1
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‘THE BASIN AND RANGE
DARK SKY COOPERATIVE

. ASHLEY PIPKIN

Q" Natural Sounds and Night Skies Coordinator for the Nationa
Park Service’s Pacific West Region & Coordmator for the Basin and
Range quk Sky Cooperative

HOMEGROWN STEWARDSHIP -

As the Natural Sounds and Night Skies

Coordinator for the National Park Service’s PaC|ﬁc e
West Region as well as Coordinator for the & i
newly established BRDSC, | have stood on many
mountalntops coIIectlng night sky measurements b,
in some-of the most epic landscapes in‘the west: '
The data from these measurements show light - .-”"y"
domes that dot the horizon emphasizing the ""E
néedsto work together to reduce our impact and e
preserve opportunities to enjoy these amazing . ;"=
an'd'increasingly rare star-filled landscapes. + i"

rI:‘ﬁple across tﬁ'e Basin and Range are becoming
eland more aware of the threa’[s to the-.-
lﬂg night sky that surrour;
munities living beneath th
s,desire to keep them prlstl
|taI|zmg on the economic ben
people come from around tW
&xperience these magnlﬁGent landscapes under a

starry sky.
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INTRODUCING THE BASIN AND RANGE DARK SKY COOPERATIVE

TAKING ACTION

ASHLEY PIPKIN

Partners throughout'the BRDSC can take measurable actions like educating the public or eliminating
wasteful use of artificial light at night. Even small actions will advance our shared mission to protect
night skies throughout the Basin and Rahge. Following in the model of the Colorado Plateau Dark
Sky Cooperative, we hope to encourage all-of our neighbors to become stewards of the night.

In its early stages, the BRDSC hopes to inspire a.growing community of night 4% enthusiasts
including but,not limited to communities, tribes, businesses, state agencies, federal agencies,
nonprofits and citizens in a collaborative communlty te enhance and protect natural dark skies. If
you are located in the Basin and Range or nearby we would love to have you join us in celebratlng thé
night sky together,

Come for the Cosmos in the Basin and Range Dark Sky Cooperative!

Follow the Basin and Range Dark Sky Cooperative on Facebook @brdarkskycooperative and look for their
new website brdarkskies.org coming soon! Ashley can be contacted at brdarkskies@gmail.com.
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The Basin and Range Dark Sky Cooperative borders the Colorado Plateau Dark Sky Cooperative to the west. Light pollution
data represented from the new world atlas of artifical night sky brightness dataset. E. Falchi, P. Cinzano, D. Duriscoe, C.C.M.
Kyba, C.D. Elvidge, K. Baugh, B. Portnov, N.A. Rybnikova, R. Furgoni, The new world atlas of artificial night sky brightness,
Science Advances,10 Jun 2016 : 1600377 DOI: 10.1126/sciadv.1600377.
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