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STEERING COMMITTEE Working Group
1/12/2022
Attending:  Ursula Bechert, Sarah King, Dan Adams, Terry Messmer, Celeste Carlisle, Stephanie Boyles-Griffin, Jason Bruemmer, Doug Brimeyer, Eric Thacker, Tammy Pearson, and Angie Jensen.

Next Meeting:  February 9, 2022, at 1 PM (Mountain Time)
Discussion:  CBS Morning Show – Storyboarding Brainstorm
Keeping in mind that this will focus on solutions, and NOT on controversies, the major themes are:
·  There is a common belief that there is no solution, but there is and it’s the middle ground: fertility control scaled up alongside gathers. (The “why’s” of this are nuanced: modeling that shows this is faster, better, cheaper is great and helps us to appreciate what needs to happen, but – maybe more importantly – broader stakeholder support for smaller gathers, less in holding all at once, meaningful use of fertility control may be a stronger outcome.  The appearance that BLM is just doing bigger gathers can lead to more anger.)
·  That being said, there is realization that there is not and cannot be one solution that fits all circumstances – there must be local flexibility.  (i.e. sometimes you do need to gather more, sometimes less)
·  Climate change seems to be the driver for diverse and divergent stakeholders coming together around the WHB issue: conditions on the range now are not what they were 50 years ago, and they likely won’t ever be again.  People who rely on public lands for their livelihood or recreation are seeing concrete examples of this.
 THINGS WE NEED TO KEEP IN MIND:
· No need to dig into which type or amount of fertility control nor what an ideal number to come off the range or leave on the range would be – too in the weeds, we’ll never agree, and frankly that’s BLM’s problem.
·  When and if CBS likes our theme(s), we need to determine what media expertise we want to work with us to help craft messaging, keep on point, avoid unintentional pitfalls.
·   Being VERY careful of who we choose to be contacted by CBS.  (We may want to say that we all need to be in 100% agreement as to who these people are?)  
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