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BACKGROUND:

Wild horses and burros were introd uced to the landscape by the Spanish 500 years ago. Wlld horses and
vburros unlike wildlife or livestock which are either managed by state and federal agencies or livestock
owners, are federally protected under the Wild and Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971, Currently,
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and U.S. Forest Service (USFS) lack adequate resources to execute
E"the management framevvork to manage populatt@n growth while remamtng fiscally sustainable

THE COST OF STATUS QUO :

;'If nothing were done to reduce the annual growth rates of theses herds, by 2040, the BLM estimates the
ofi-range population of wild horses and burros would increase to over 2.8 million. This would cause
_;catastrophic'ha'rm to the land, people, to other species, and to the wild horses and burros themselves.
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'MANAGEMENT/POINTS OF INTEREST
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Stabilize

THREE PHASE MANAGEMENT

The analysis assumes successful management of wild
horses and burro herds and healthy landscape in three
phases: '
1.Stabilize on-range population growth (over 4-5
years);
2.Reach appropriate management levels nationally
(over the next decade after the first phase); and
3.Maintain appropriate management levels in
perpetuity.
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