Proposal Submission 

National Health Outreach Conference
Pathways to Peaks, strengthening health and communities
 May 12-14, 2026 - St. George, Utah

The 2026 National Health Outreach Conference committee is seeking your best ideas!
We invite you to submit presentation and poster proposals that tackle critical health and community needs. Our theme, "Pathways to Peaks: Strengthening Health and Communities," directs our focus toward comprehensive health and wellness strategies.
We encourage submissions on topics such as:

· Chronic Disease Management and Prevention
· Policy, Systems, and Environment
· Financial Health
· Mental Health
· Social/Emotional Health
· Nutrition and Food Systems
· Substance Use Disorder
· Whole Body Wellness
· Youth Health and Wellness
· Other Health Related Topics

To apply, complete the Qualtrics application form.

Proposal submissions open November 10, 2025, and close on January 12, 2026.
Acceptance/Denial notifications will be sent on or before February 27, 2026.
All selected presenters will be required to register for the conference. Please email NHOC2026Utah@usu.edu  with any questions or concerns.

Your proposal will be evaluated and selected using the following review criteria (rubric): 




National Health Outreach Conference Proposal Rubric 2026

	Proposal Selection Criteria
	4 Points
Excellent
	3 Points
Good
	2 Points
Adequate
	1 Point
Weak
	Score

	

Relevance & Significance
(2x points)
	Proposal addresses a highly relevant and significant health/wellness issue with strong alignment to conference theme. 
	Proposal is relevant to conference theme and discusses important issues with clear significance.
	Proposal is somewhat relevant but addresses a narrow, localized or less impactful topic.
	Topic is largely irrelevant, lacks alignment with conference theme, or has unclear significance.
	

	

Program Summary
(2x points)
	Introduction, methods, and results are logical and easy to follow. Program includes original and innovative solutions or perspectives.
	Program summary is clear and well-organized and provides practical information.
	Program is understandable but lacks conciseness. Offers limited novelty or familiar information.
	Program contains common or standard approaches offering no new insights.
	



	

Program Evaluation
	Program includes clear, documented evaluation. Outcomes or impacts demonstrate meaningful results.
	Evaluation methods are described and outcomes are reasonable. Some evidence of effectiveness is presented.
	Evaluation is mentioned but lacks clarity, detail, or measurable outcomes. Results are minimal or uncertain.
	No evaluation plan or minimal evaluation plan. Measurable outcomes are not described. 
	

	
Workshop Objectives
(2x points)
	Workshop objectives are clearly stated and measurable. Clear path for participants to gain new skills and knowledge.

	Objectives are clear or relevant. Potential for new skills and knowledge explained.  
	Objectives are somewhat clear but not measurable. 
	Objectives are unclear or missing. 
	



	

Research-based (2x points)
	Program methods are rigorous and clearly described. Program is clearly based on relevant research.
	Methods are sound. Program includes some research.
	Methods are present but contain flaws. Research is weak or outdated.
	Methods are unclear or missing. Lacking in relevant research
	



	

Submission Clarity
	The proposal is clearly written. The proposal demonstrates careful attention to detail, correct grammar, and clear wording.
	The proposal is easy to understand, with minimal grammatical errors. 
	The proposal includes some grammatical errors, and while ideas are generally understandable, the writing lacks clarity.
	The proposal includes several grammatical errors and is not clearly written.
	

	
Total Points Possible - 40

	



