
Department of Plants, Soils,
and Climate

Department Highlights

Teryl Roper—Tree Fruit and Nut Germplasm
Paul Grossl—Reclamation of oil and gas pads

Robert Gillies—Utah Climate Center



Evaluating Tree Fruit & Tree Nut 
Germplasm

• Donated to USU
• Prunus

• Peach
• Almond
• Apricot

• Juglans
• Pistacia
• Carya

Teryl Roper, PSC



Objectives:
• Culinary quality
• Disease resistance
• Salt/alkalinity 

tolerance
• Cold hardy
• Length of season

• Late flowering
• Aesthetic value

• Rootstocks
• Soil adaptation
• Size control
• Precocity
• Hardiness
• Pest resistance
• Ease of propagation



Collaborations:
• Trials in various parts of the Intermountain area
• Distributed with MTA
• Scions
• Rootstocks





Reclamation of 
Abandoned Oil 
and Gas 
Well Pads in Arid 
Environments

Paul Grossl

Professor of Biogeochemistry
Dept. Plants, Soils, and Climate
Utah State University



Soil Reclamation Site

August 2014
• Setup 4 test plots with 

cover crop
December 2014
• Dispersed seed mix
July 2015
• Monitor plants & collected 

soil samples





Robert Gillies, PSC



from the Salt Lake Tribune



Inversion
Forecast
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