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Take Away 
• A basket of organic produce costs 55% 

more than conventional produce at 
local grocery stores 

• Conventional produce is priced similarly 
at national and local grocery stores 

• A basket of organic produce is 8.5% less 
expensive at national grocery stores 
than local stores 

• Pricing for organic vs. conventional 
produce is very item specific 

 

Key 
Local = Locally-owned 
grocery store 
National = 
Nationally=owned 
grocery store 
 
 



Produce Price Comparison for Conventional and Organic Produce by Item 
 
Grocery Stores 

 
Farmers’ Markets 

 
Take Away 
• Organic produce is more expensive than conventional produce at grocery stores (29 of 30 items)  
• Organic produce is more comparably priced to conventional at farmers’ markets (10 of 29 items) 
• At farmers’ markets organic sweet onions cost 13% less than conventional and organic mixed greens 

cost 15% less than conventional 
• At the grocery store organic cherry tomatoes were 7% less expensive than conventional 
 
 
 

 
 
This material is based upon work supported by USDA/NIFA under Award Number 2015-49200-24225. Utah State University is 
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Farmers’ Market vs. Grocery Store Produce Price 
Comparisons for Utah (2016-2017) 

 
Conventional Fresh Produce Price Comparison by Basket Size 

 
Note: Large basket contains 18 items, medium basket 10 items, and small basket 5 items 
 
Take Away 
• Farmers’ market pricing is slightly less expensive for a small basket 
• Farmers’ market pricing is 22% higher for a medium basket 
• Farmers’ market pricing is 44% higher for a large basket 
• Conventional produce costs 24% more at farmers’ markets (14 item 

basket) over grocery stores 
 
Conventional Fresh Produce Price Comparison  

  

 



Organic Fresh Produce Price Comparison  

 
Farmers’ Market vs. Grocery Produce Price Comparison by Item  
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Take Away 
• Organic produce costs 5% more at 

farmers’ markets (14 item basket) 
• Organic produce is more expensive at 

grocery stores than coventional 
• Produce item pricing between grocery 

stores and farmers’ markets are item 
specific 

• Farmers’ market discounts over grocery 
pricing, range from 14% for sweet corn to 
29% for zucchini 

• Other significantly discounted produce 
items at farmers’ markets include mixed 
greens, raspberries, and cherry tomatoes 

• Green beans, lettuce, and spinach are 
more expensive at farmers’ markets 

 



National vs. Local Grocery Store  
Produce Price Comparisons for  
Utah (2016-2017) 
 
 
 
Conventional Fresh Produce Price Comparison  

 
Organic Fresh Produce Price Comparison  



 
Take Away 
• A basket of conventional fresh produce is generally more expensive at national grocery stores  
• A basket of organic fresh produce is slightly more expensive at locally-owned grocery stores 
• Price differences between national and local grocery stores are item specific, for example organic sweet corn and romaine lettuce were 68% 

and 277% more expensive at national grocery stores on average 
• Target was the most expensive and Walmart the least expensive national grocery stores in Northern Utah 
• Lee’s Marketplace, Bowman’s Market, and Rancho Market were the least expensive local grocery stores in Northern Utah 
• Southern Utah national grocery stores are more expensive than locally-owned stores 
 
Grocery Store Price Comparison for Conventional Produce 
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Farmers’ Market Produce Price  
Comparisons for Northern Utah  

(2016-2017) 
Take Away 
• The Kaysville farmers’ market is the least expensive on average 
• The Salt Lake farmers’ market is the most expensive followed by 

the Ogden farmer’s market  
• Produce prices at farmers’ markets are location specific 

 
Conventional Fresh Produce Price Comparison for Farmers’ Markets by Item 

 
Note: Darker blue represents lower prices, darker red higher prices, and white average price



Conventional Fresh Produce Price Comparison for Farmers’ Markets by Basket Size 
Large Basket 

 
Medium Basket 

 
Small Basket 
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Take Away 
• For the large basket the 

Ogden market was the most 
expensive in 2016 and the 
Logan market was the most 
expensive in 2017 

• For the medium basket the 
Ogden market was the most 
expensive in 2016 and the Salt 
Lake market was the most 
expensive in 2017 

• For the small basket the 
Ogden market and the Salt 
Lake market were the most 
expensive  

• Produce pricing is normally 
more expensive in mid-
summer and falls off 
dramatically in early fall  

• Produce pricing was lower in 
2016 than 2017 on average 

• Produce pricing can change 
dramatically across the season 

• The Logan market had the 
lowest pricing on average for 
the medium and small baskets 
followed by the Kaysville 
market 

 
Note: Large basket contains 18 
produce items, medium basket 10 
items, and small basket 5 items 
 
 


