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Raising Sheep and Goats 
in your Backyard

Jaelyn Quintana
SDSU Extension Sheep Field Specialist
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Are you ready? 
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Access to fresh feed and water

Shelter, resting area

Veterinarian

Sufficient space and facilities

Multiple animals
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Determine your goals

•Wool?
•Meat? 
•Dairy?
•Companion?
•Competition? 
•Weed control? 
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Housing requirements

• Keep weather in mind

• Does/ewes – 20-25 sq ft/animal
• Only space requirement- will not provide enough feed

• Housing structures
• Does/ewes – 10-15 sq ft/animal
• Open or enclosed 

• Fencing! 
• Chain link, woven wire, hog panels 
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Feeding your sheep/goats

• Rumen: converts low quality 
feedstuffs into high quality 
food and fiber

• Sheep and goats consume 
~3% of their body weight daily

• Feed for the stage of 
production

• Feed storage
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Feed options
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• Sheep and goats consume ~3% of their 
body weight daily
• 100 lb goat  3 lb feed/day

• Hay 
• Grass, alfalfa

• Grain
• Mixed ration, corn

• Grazing 
• Supplementation 

• Mineral, vitamins
• Specific for your type of animal
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Forbs
Browse

Grasses

Adapted from SID Sheep Production Handbook, 2015

Goat vs Sheep Grazing
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Goats

Sheep

• Intermediate Grazers
• Take half, leave half
• Work with local specialists
• Graze in the mornings and evenings

Browsers Intermediate 
Grazers 

Concentrate 
Selectors

Learn more at extension.sdstate.edu |   © 2020, South Dakota Board of Regents

Birthing Jugs

• ~4’x4’

• Feeder up off the ground

• Temperature kept above freezing

• Kept in jug a minimum of 48 hr

• Colostrum

Supplies
• Heat lamps
• Iodine
• Electrolyte supplement
• Disinfectant (animal and human 

use)
• Thermometer 
• Vaccinations – C&D
• Ear tags and applicator
• Docking/castration equipment

Kidding/lambing
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• Creep feed – supplemental grain for 
lambs/kids

• Greatest nutrient requirement for ewes

• ~6-8 weeks of lactation

• Weaning – 90 to 120 days

Post-parturition to weaning
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Shearing
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• Keeps sheep cool and healthy 
• Once or twice a year
• Before lambing or before summer
• Skirting: taking out the undesirable parts 

(dirt, hair, hay)
• Increases the value of wool
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Marketing your product
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• Get to know people in your area with similar products
• Increasing demand for local product
• Online opportunities

• Facebook
• Website
• Etsy, Ebay, Etc. 

• Booth space – local fairs
• Reputation is key!
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What’s it going to cost?

Expenses

• Ewes/does  $250

• Rams/bucks  $300
• Breeding fee? 

• Feeding  ~$200 per animal

• Startup:
• Fencing  $1200
• Housing  $2,000 – $10,000
• Supplies  $500 - $2,000

Income

• Lambs 60-90 lb $2.50/lb
• 70 lb $175/lamb

• Kid goats 40-55 lb $1.50/lb
• 50 lb $75/kid

• Wool mid-grade  $3.00/lb
• 10 lb $30/ewe

• Meat? Dairy? Other products?
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Questions?? 

Jaelyn.Quintana@sdstate.edu
(605)394-1722

In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, and reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program 
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, and American Sign Language) should contact the responsible State or local Agency that administers the program or USDA’s 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, which can be obtained online, at 
www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/usda-program-discrimination-complaint-form.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter 
addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient 
detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be 
submitted to USDA by:

mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

fax:
(833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442;

email:
program.intake@usda.gov.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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Regents and the United States Department of Agriculture.
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Conforme a la ley federal y las políticas y regulaciones de derechos civiles del Departamento de Agricultura de los Estados Unidos (USDA), esta institución tiene prohibido
discriminar por motivos de raza, color, origen nacional, sexo, edad, discapacidad, venganza o represalia por actividades realizadas en el pasado relacionadas con los derechos 
civiles (no todos los principios de prohibición aplican a todos los programas).

La información del programa puede estar disponible en otros idiomas además del inglés. Las personas con discapacidades que requieran medios de comunicación alternativos 
para obtener información sobre el programa (por ejemplo, Braille, letra agrandada, grabación de audio y lenguaje de señas americano) deben comunicarse con la agencia estatal
o local responsable que administra el programa o con el TARGET Center del USDA al (202) 720-2600 (voz y TTY) o comunicarse con el USDA a través del Servicio Federal de 
Transmisión de Información al (800) 877-8339.

Para presentar una queja por discriminación en el programa, el reclamante debe completar un formulario AD-3027, Formulario de queja por discriminación del programa del 
USDA, que se puede obtener en línea, en www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/usda-program-discrimination-complaint-form.pdf, en cualquier oficina del USDA, llamando
al (866) 632-9992, o escribiendo una carta dirigida al USDA. La carta debe contener el nombre, la dirección y el número de teléfono del reclamante, y una descripción escrita de 
la supuesta acción discriminatoria con suficiente detalle para informar al Subsecretario de Derechos Civiles (ASCR, por sus siglas en inglés) sobre la naturaleza y la fecha de la 
presunta violación de los derechos civiles. La carta o el formulario AD-3027 completado debe enviarse al USDA por medio de:

correo postal:
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; o´

fax:
(833) 256-1665 o´ (202) 690-7442;

correo electrónico:
program.intake@usda.gov.

Esta institución ofrece igualdad de oportunidades.
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of Regents and the United States Department of Agriculture.
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