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Utah’s Water Resources



• 96% of state in drought
• 4% in Extreme Drought
• 56% in D3 or D4 at start 

of water year  (Oct. 1)

February 16, 2023 October 4, 2022



Snow Water Equivalent



NRCS Utah
Snow Survey

• NRCS Utah Snow 
Survey Homepage

• Snow totals
• Precipitation
• Soil moisture



Snow Water 
Equivalent

• Can be viewed by subbasin or 
station

• Charts available with statistics
• All basins currently over 115%
• Northern Utah (Bear & Raft) 

lowest



Soil Moisture

• All basins at 99% or greater
• Can be viewed by subbasin 

or station
• Can show locations of 

readings



Streamflow

• Shows real-time data
• Gray color indicates no 

current data
• Colors indicate flow level
• Detailed information 

available



Reservoir Levels
• 3 reservoirs below 20% full
• 5 reservoirs above 80% full
• State average 51% currently
• State average 60% typically 

this time of year





Colorado River 
Basin Forecast

• Colorado River Basin 
Forecast Center

• Forecasts start the first 
of January

• Specific points



Forecasts https://www.cbrfc.noaa.gov/dbdata/station/info/nrcsCompare/



Forecast Comparison Tool

• Previous 3 Years Available
Select forecasts from the previous 3 years 

for comparison
• View Past Months Forecasts

See how the forecast has changed over the 
winter
• Toggle Between Median & Average
• Downloadable Data (csv)

https://www.cbrfc.noaa.gov/dbdata/station
/info/nrcsCompare/

Contacts: 

Jordan Clayton
jordan.clayton@usda.gov

Paul Miller
paul.miller@noaa.gov

https://www.cbrfc.noaa.gov/dbdata/station/info/nrcsCompare/
https://www.cbrfc.noaa.gov/dbdata/station/info/nrcsCompare/


Evaporative Demand
• EDDI map (Evaporative 

Demand Drought Index)
• Available in various time scales
• Updated daily
• Early warning guidance tool



Drought.Utah.gov
• Reservoir levels

• Wildfire information

• Drought Monitor map

• Conservation Tips

• Algal blooms

• Boat Ramp closures

• Division of Wildlife drought updates

• UDAF agricultural resources



Water Conditions Monitoring 
(Drought Webinars)
• Regularly held webinars 
• Water data shared 
• Opportunity to ask 

questions
• Opportunity to submit 

observations
• US Drought Monitor Map 

recommendation



Utah Water 
Conditions 
Webinars
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CoCoRaHS
Collaborative Community Rain Hail 

and Snow Network. CoCoRaHS is a 

network of volunteers of all ages and 

backgrounds working together to 

measure and map precipitation (rain, 

hail and snow)

 Contact: www.cocorahs.org or 

Jon.Meyer@USU.EDU 

http://www.cocorahs.org


THANK 
YOU

Laura Haskell

lhaskell@Utah.gov
drought@Utah.gov 



Laura Haskell

lhaskell@Utah.gov
drought@Utah.gov 

NRCS Utah Snow Survey https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/quicklinks/states/utah/
USGS Water Dashboard https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/?aoi=wsc-ut 

Colorado Basin River Forecast Center https://www.cbrfc.noaa.gov/lmap/lmap.php 
NOAA & NRCS forecast comparison tool 

https://www.cbrfc.noaa.gov/dbdata/station/info/nrcsCompare/ 
Reservoir map, wildfire information, algal blooms, etc. https://drought.utah.gov/ 

CoCoRaHS rain gauge https://www.cocorahs.org/ 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/quicklinks/states/utah/
https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/?aoi=wsc-ut
https://www.cbrfc.noaa.gov/lmap/lmap.php
https://www.cbrfc.noaa.gov/dbdata/station/info/nrcsCompare/
https://drought.utah.gov/
https://www.cocorahs.org/

