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Background

• FSMA signed into law in 2011

• FDA created 7 key rules addressing food safety

• Produce Safety Rule finalized in 2016
• First federal requirement addressing on-farm food safety

❖ Personnel Qualifications & Training
❖ Worker Health & Hygeine
❖ Agricultural Water (pre- and post-harvest)
❖ Soil Amendments (e.g. compost)
❖ Domesticated & Wild Animals

❖ Growing, Harvesting, Packing & Holding 
Activities

❖ Equipment, Tools, Buildings, and Sanitation
❖ Sprouts



Issues With Ag Water Requirements

• Not one-size-fits-all, but only one standard to be compliant

• Compliance date was pushed back multiple times



New Proposed Water Rule

• Proposed rule published 
Dec 6, 2021

• Public Comment period 
closes April 5, 2022

https://www.fda.gov/food/food-safety-modernization-act-fsma/fsma-proposed-rule-agricultural-water
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/12/06/2021-26127/standards-for-the-growing-harvesting-packing-and-holding-of-produce-for-human-consumption-relating


Proposes using 

Systems-Based 

Risk Assessment
Corrective actions or 
mitigations would be 
implemented when problems 
are identified

• FDA Factsheet

https://www.fda.gov/media/154334/download


Information and registration for FDA Public Meeting, Feb 25

https://www.fda.gov/food/workshops-meetings-webinars-food-and-dietary-supplements/public-meetings-proposed-changes-agricultural-water-requirements-produce-safety-rule-02252022


For more information:
lara.gale@usu.edu
USU Produce Safety Program 
Coordinator

dbasinger@utah.gov
UDAF Produce Safety Program 
Manager

karin.allen@usu.edu
USU Extension Food Quality 
Specialist
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