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Idaho Chobani Plant Expansion May Be One of the Few Bright Spots in Dairy Industry Forecasts

Virtually every story one finds regarding financial or other forecasts for the dairy industry right now contains
some bad news. Uncertain government policy with rapid changes that are often reversed, milk price forecasts,
and estimates of other input costs are all cited as economic problems for the dairy industry. At this writing,
economists’ forecasts of likelihood of a recession in the U.S. economy during 2025 are growing almost by the
hour; a majority now say that a recession is coming this year. As expected, there is anticipation that this will
further decrease consumers’ food purchases including those of meat and dairy.

However, one encouraging development in the Intermountain West is the large expansion of the Twin Falls,
Idaho Chobani yogurt manufacturing plant. As related in a story by K. Bohnert in Dairy Herd Management,
March 21, 2025, the facility “is already recognized as the largest yogurt factory globally.”

With an estimated cost of $500 million, the expansion is expected to result in a 50% increase in production
while adding over 500,000 square feet to the facility. “More than just a physical expansion, this move is deeply
tied to Chobani’s mission: ‘to bring good food to more people.’”, relates Bohnert.

A statement from Chobani: “Back in 2012, we didn’t just open a manufacturing plant; we set down roots to
build something incredible. This news isn’t just about adding space, it’s about deepening our commitment to the
people of The Magic Valley.”
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Image of Chobani expansion groundbreaking (Chobani, Dairy Herd Management)



It so happens that Chobani was started in upstate New York by Hamdi Ulukaya, originally from Turkey, who is
still the CEO of Chobani, and still lives in Norwich, NY. That town is quite familiar to me, and to a few dairy
veterinarians I know out here in our part of the country as well. Ulukaya stated, “ - -[there] will be more
production capabilities. Basically, we’re going to double our milk usage and then we’re going to be tripling it.
Right now, we’re getting about four million pounds of milk a day, this will get us to over 10 million pounds per
day.” The article states that construction is “slated for completion within a year.” Press coverage emphasizes
the purchase of milk from Idaho dairies, but Chobani has historically purchased milk from, and been credited
with raising the on-farm milk price paid by other processors to dairies in neighboring states including Utah.

Reintroduction of Gray Wolves and Livestock Predation - An Issue that Continues to Arise

Controversy regarding reintroduction of gray wolves is not new. Much of the U.S. population has no
experience with them. Despite once having a range covering more than two thirds of the U.S., they were
virtually eliminated between 80 and more than 100 years ago from nearly all of the country. When presented
with some form of ballot initiative regarding releasing gray wolves, the voting results are often close and
contentious. There is also controversy regarding how much predation of livestock, pets, and even accounts of
killing lone humans the wolves are responsible for. These issues have recently come to a head in Colorado.

There are now an estimated 8,000 - plus gray wolves in the 48 contiguous U.S. states, and as many as 11,000
more in Alaska. One fact that I find often surprises people is that there are (at least according to all current
estimates) considerably more gray wolves in the upper Midwest and Northeast U.S. than west of the Rocky
Mountains.

Which states currently have wild gray wolves?

Several sources list these states as having established gray wolf packs:

e Alaska

e Arizona

e California

e Colorado

e Idaho

e Michigan

e Minnesota

e Montana

e New Mexico
e North Carolina
e Oregon

e Washington



e Wisconsin
e Wyoming

Wildlife biologists have also reported sightings of individual gray wolves confirmed by DNA evidence in feces
in New York as well as in Utah. There have also been reported sightings in Maine or other northeastern states,
but they are classified as unconfirmed. Dismissal of the reports is nearly always accompanied by
acknowledgment that gray wolves could certainly cross borders from Canada or other states, however.

Reintroduction of gray wolves to Colorado

The ballot proposition to reintroduce wolves to Colorado was voted on in 2020. It was approved by 50.9% to
49.1%. According to news accounts, approximately 15 gray wolves were not released into Colorado until just
over a year ago, from December 18, 2023 to March 2024.
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One of the gray wolves released onto public land in Grand County, Colo., in December 2023.
(Colorado Parks and Wildlife, New York Times)

As reported by A. Ortiz in the New York Times on August 29, 2024, “Less than nine months after the first gray
wolves were released into the wild in Colorado amid widespread attention as part of an ambitious reintroduction
program, officials are now scrambling to capture and move the state’s first breeding pack. The announcement

by Colorado Parks and Wildlife officials -- came after the animals were accused of attacking nearby livestock.”

More recent details of livestock attack claims by wolves were reported by T. Ross in the Colorado Sun on
January 2, 2025. Ranchers in Grand County, Colorado sent a bill for $582,000 to Colorado Parks and Wildlife



5600 Old Main Hill
Logan UT 84322-5600

for “wolf kills and related impacts on cattle and sheep in the first year of reintroduction.” The claims are from 3
producers broken down as: “$18,411.71 for confirmed attacks resulting in injury or death of cows, calves and
sheep; $173,526.63 for yearling cattle, calves and sheep reported missing from ranches with a confirmed attack
or death; $216,772.20 for cattle from said ranches taken to market with a lower-than-normal weight;
$172,754.64 for lower conception rates among sheep and cattle on ranches with a confirmed attack or kill; and
$515 for one necropsy of a deceased calf.” Even among farmers and ranchers, there is some skepticism about
part of the above claims for lost or low weight livestock. One rancher, member of a group to advise “on policy
changes to help promote wolf-livestock coexistence”, states that he will be “stunned” if all claims are paid,
because “there’s a very good chance that with most or all of these animals that went missing, there’s no proof
that wolves had anything to do with it.”, quoted in the story by Ross. Perusing the above figures, I also suspect
that much of the monetary claim will not be paid without more direct evidence of results such as weight loss or
poor conception coming from wolf attacks. Nevertheless, there continue to be reports of wolf predation in areas
where gray wolves are introduced, including past reports of dairy calves and young animals being killed, and
this remains a closely contested issue that somewhat pits more urban or suburban populations against rural
livestock producers. Less than half of the wolves released 18 months ago are still alive. Outcomes of
resolution of the claims, and plans for possible release of more gray wolves in Colorado are yet to be
determined.

Please let us know your comments and suggestions for future topics. I can be reached at (435) 760-3731 (Cell),
or David.Wilson@usu.edu.

David Wilson, DVM, Dairy Extension Veterinarian
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