
Farm Safety Concerns 

It has been amazing to see so much hay being swathed, raked, baled and stacked in recent days.  The weather has 
been near ideal and the modern equipment we use today makes the process relatively easy when compared to 
earlier generations.  Air conditioned cabs, auto guidance systems, disc mower-conditioners, trailing wheel rakes, 
and large square balers make the process impressive.   As a younger man we often had the goal of stacking 1,000 
small bales each day to consider ourselves productive.  Now, it is not uncommon to stack 100 plus ton in the bigger 
square bales. They are so easy to load, stack and are beneficial for marketing.  The only down side of our modern 
equipment is the high initial cost. 

Unfortunately, farms are dangerous places to work. Powerful equipment, unpredictable livestock and frequent 
carelessness result in accidents and sometimes death. Agriculture has one of the worst fatal accident and 
occupational ill health records of any major employment sector. According to the Health and Safety Executive, less 
than 1.5% of the working population is employed in agriculture, and yet that sector is responsible for 15 to 20 
percent of fatalities to workers each year. Most of us who farm have had close calls and some are living with 
limitations that will impact our entire lives.  As of the date this article is written, we fortunately have had no deaths 
or serious injuries in the county while putting up hay.  We are hopeful we can go the entire season without loss of 
life or limb. 

Each year USU Extension and Utah Farm Bureau organize an Agricultural Safety Training course for youth who are 
working on farms.  Sometimes we offer similar training for adults. Our primary goals are to save lives, prevent 
injuries and reduce the economic losses associated with agricultural accidents.  

Some reminders that will enhance the likelihood of farm safety include simple things like reading the operator’s 
manual (again), keeping yourself alert with regular meals, plenty of liquids, enough sleep and occasional breaks.  It 
is also important to keep all guards and shields in place and to never unplug or adjust equipment before 
disengaging the power take-off and perhaps shutting off the engine.  Sometimes it may be appropriate to put the 
ignition key in your pocket to prevent someone from starting a given machine.  

Having stacked big bales with a front end loader, few would prefer going back to stacking smaller bales.  There are, 
however, some unique dangers when moving large bales that may weigh as much as one ton. One common 
accident comes when a large bale rolls down the lift arms of the loader tractor and crushes the unprotected 
operator.  We all know someone who has had this misfortune.  No one who has moved hay will ever find fault with 
an injured operator, because we all know how easily and how quickly it can happen. One earlier mistake, made 
less often now, is using a loader tractor that is too small for the job.  

The safety of others must also be a concern to producers. I received an e-mail earlier in the week from an 
individual expressing concern over unsecured loads of hay being moved from fields to barns.  While traveling with 
his family one evening he came across a big bale sitting in the middle of his travel lane.  Fortunately, he saw the 
bale in time to avoid hitting it.  With the help of another driver he was able to push the hay bale to the edge of the 
road and they went on their way. The errant bale was reclaimed before the next morning.   The writer reminded 
me of the potential consequences of a large hay bale being dropped in the middle of the road.  As such, I pass that 
concern onto hay haulers who may be reading this article.  

Utah State law 72-7-409 subsection 2 states that vehicles carrying agricultural products “…may not be operated or 
moved on any highway unless the vehicle is constructed or loaded to prevent its contests from dropping, shifting, 
leaking, or otherwise escaping.” Subsection 4 states that implements of husbandry transporting agricultural 
products must be loaded “…in a manner which is not a hazard or a potential hazard to the safe operation of the 



vehicle or to other highway users…”  Since most growers travel relatively short distances from the field to the hay 
barn  I’m not sure if that means every load must be strapped or if it simply means building loads in such a way that 
they will not fall apart before reaching a close destination.  Every load should be strapped and tied down when 
travelling longer distances.  Subsection 6 reads; “A person may not operate a vehicle with a load on any highway 
unless the load and any load covering is fastened, secured, and confined to prevent the covering or load from 
becoming loose, detached, or in any manner a hazard to the safe operation of the vehicle, or to other highway 
users.”  Please be safe. 
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