Hey all USU Extension staff that work with 4-H and/or FCS:

Reserve the Date for the Virtual FCS Classic Event:

Virtual FCS Classic
7 FCS Related 4-H Contest & 3 Public Speaking Contests
Date:  June 29- 30 2020
For:  4-H Member age 11-18 as of Sept 1, 2019 (Intermediates & Seniors) and adults helpers
Costs:  FREE
Register at ut.4honline.com – Opens May 15 – Closes June 21

New this year, both intermediate and Senior age youth can compete at the state level.  Only the state winning seniors can be selected to compete at the National 4-H competitions.

Here is the list of FCS Contests to be offered:
1. Fashion Revue – 2 divisions:  (Send state senior winner in each division to Nationals):
0. 1 constructed 
0. purchased or historical (could be a cosplay type of outfit) –  
1. FCS Presentation – 2 divisions (Send state senior winner in each division to Nationals):
1. Any FCS topic (no cooking allowed)
1. Sewing specific –this can be an individual or team of 2  
1. FCS Bowl – team of 4 or 5 individuals (Send state senior winning team to Nationals)
1. NEW for 2020 -  FCS Skill-a-thon – team of 3 or 4 individuals (can complete as an individual if no team) (Send state senior winning team to Nationals)
1. NEW for 2020 Consumer Decision Making Contest – team of 4 individuals (Send state senior winning team to Nationals)
· Favorite Foods – individual or team of 2 (state level only)

Here is the list of the Public Speaking Contest to be offered:
· Prepared Speech –individual only (Send state senior winning individual to Nationals)
· Impromptu Speech – indvidual only (Send state senior winning individual to Nationals)
· 4-H Demonstration –individual or team of 2 (state level only)

All the contest rules and study materials are located on the utah4h.org website.  Here is the link: https://utah4h.org/events/statecontests/  

At the bottom of the page either select FCS or Public Speaking to get to the individual contests 

FOR 2020 YEAR ONLY:

Year of the Women:  2020 marks the 150th anniversary of the first women to vote in our nation.  She was a 23 year old school teacher from Utah named Seraph Young. In celebration of this historical event, the 4-H Classic is encouraging any contestants to spotlight a women in history or a present day women that is important to you in your contests.  A Year of the Women grant is sponsoring all the awards and event cost which is allowing us to do the event for FREE.  
Examples could include such things as:
· highlighting a an important women in your prepared or impromptu speech
· modeling an fashion review outfit made by your mother
· using a family recipe passed down from your grandma in favorite foods
·  demonstrating a skill you learned by a female 4-H leader in 4-H Demonstrations for FCS Presentation

In order to help prepare for the FCS Classic,  The FCS Working Group will be sponsoring 3 Virtual County Practice Contests.  We encourage all 4-H members, volunteer leaders and staff to participate in these virtual practice contests. They are:

Virtual FCS Skill-a-thon Practice Contest
Date: May 13
Time: 3:00 pm
For:  All 4-H Members, Staff & Adult Volunteers
Cost: FREE
Register at ut.4honline.com by May 11

Virtual FCS Bowl Practice Contest
Date: May 19
Time: 3:00 pm
For:  All 4-H Members, Staff & Adult Volunteers
Cost: FREE 
Register at ut.4honline.com by May 17

Virtual Consumer Decision Making Contest
Date: May 26
Time: 3:00 pm
For:  All 4-H Members, Staff & Adult Volunteers
Cost: FREE 
Register at ut.4honline.com by May 24

[bookmark: _GoBack]The three practices will be for the entire state.  We will go over all the rules and run a mock contest so everyone will know how the event will be adjusted to run virtually so they can see the differences and be familiar with it before the actual virtual contests on June 29-30.  Some Counties will use this as their selection event to attend the FCS Classic.  It would be very beneficial to youth if they can participate in the practice contest before, but is not requited. We want adults volunteers and staff to attend the virtual practices as well so they will know what they are and how to do them so they can promote it in their counties.  

The FCS Working group decided to do them statewide so counties didn’t have to go to all the work to set up a county contest since they are pretty involved to conduct especially with them being virtual this year.  

 All three of these contests are interconnected.  So if you have a youth interested in one of these contest, they should compete in all three.   Some of the study guides are the same and they can use the knowledge they are gaining in three different contests.  All three of these contests go onto the national competition in Denver.  There isn’t a limit of the number of teams that can come to the state contests from each county. The state contests will be for intermediate and senior youth as well.

Sorry this email is so long.  I have also attached an informational flier and social marketing post for you to promote the FCS classic and Virtual Practice Contests in your counties.

If you have any questions, please reach out.

JoLene

