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hy would anyone want to read Foraging
Behavior: Managing to Survive in

a World of Change?

It is filled with new discoveries about the age-old topic of
grazing animals and forage resource management. Cattle
producers, dairy farmers, sheep producers, wildlife biologists,
and anyone challenged with managing livestock, forages,
wildlife, and natural resources can use the principles con-
tained in this book.

Sheep eat what sheep eat because sheep are sheep, right? Well,
not entirely, sheep as well as other animals learn what to eat
in many different ways. They learn from their mothers be-
fore and after they are born. They learn from other sheep.
They learn through trial and error.

Do all cows eat the same plants? Will cows from Florida know
what to eat if taken to a South Texas ranch and surrounded
by brush species? Can ranchers use livestock behavioral
knowledge to select a herd that forages in different locations
and on different plants? Can knowledge of foraging behav-
ior improve animal performance? Do these things matter to
the producer or the natural resource manager?

Read this booklet from cover to cover or read segments that
seem to interest you, watch the companion video, then read
it again. Put it aside and read it again in a few days. Think
about what you have seen on your farm or ranch or someone
else’s place. You have seen things you couldn’t explain, didn’t
understand, or simply didn’t think about; things that can
make a difference, if you understand how to manage them.

The principles in this booklet will provide you with a new
understanding of why animals eat what they eat, why they
forage where they forage, and why they act the way they act.
The principles in this book, once understood, can make a dif-
ference in how you manage your land and animals or how
you advise others to do so. These principles, when applied,
can make a difference in animal performance, natural resource
conditions, and farm and ranch profitability.

Dr. Larry D. Butler, Director

Grazing Lands Technology Institute

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
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