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A Message From the President 

Janet Wager  
http://extension.usu.edu/weber/htm/horticulture/masterg/association 

Hello, all you wonderful Master Gardeners! I hope that 
your holidays were the best. I can hardly believe itôs 
already 2009. I hope you are dreaming of the wonderful 
garden to come while you peruse the seed and plant 
catalogs.  To start the new year, I wanted to clarify 
some confusion Iôve seen and heard about the differ-
ence between membership in WAMG and membership 
in the Ogden Botanical Gardens. 

 
WAMG is based in Weber County.  Membership in 
WAMG is $10 per year (or $35 for both WAMG and 
Ogden Botanical Gardens), and is open only to those 
people who have completed the Master Gardener 
course in Utah or who have become a Certified Master 
Gardener in any of the 50 states. The purpose of 
WAMG is to: 

A. Support, promote, assist and perpetuate the 
continuing education activities and service for 
the Master Gardeners associated with the We-
ber County Extension Office, 

B. To promote and perpetuate the availability of 
gardening information to the community, 

C. Support the efforts of each current class of Mas-
ter Gardeners, 

D. Support and promote the Ogden Botanical Gar-
dens and USU Extension Service related activi-
ties as directed by USU in Weber County, and 

E. To engage in other activities related to garden-
ing that are consistent with the bylaws of the 
organization. 

Benefits of paid membership include the following: 

Classes that are conducted only for WAMG 
members.  These include workshops on multi-
ple gardening and plant topics, garden tours, 
visits to local nurseries, etc. and are usually 
limited to smaller groups than classes you 
would find elsewhere.  

Activities that are conducted only for WAMG 
members and sometimes spouses and/or fami-
lies.  These include, but arenôt limited to, the 
Annual Barbeque, Summer Wildflower Tour, 
Easter Egg Hunt and Christmas Party. 

Community Service opportunities such as con-
ducting workshops at the local Farmerôs Market 
and helping with the annual plant sale at the 
Botanical Gardens. 

The opportunity to interact and learn from 
Jerry, Ogden Botanical Gardens personnel, 
and fellow Master Gardeners. 

Thatôs quite a value for only $10 per year! 
 
The Ogden Botanical Gardens are located at 1750 
Monroe Blvd in Ogden (you might have also known 
them as the Ogden River Parkway).  Membership costs 
$35 per year ($25 for paid WAMG members) and is 
open to the general public.  Benefits of paid member-
ship include the following: 

Preview and purchase of plants at the Annual 
Plant Sale before the general public, 

Monthly ñLunch in the Gardens with an Expertò, 

Merchandise discounts on Ogden Botanical 
Gardens Merchandise, 

Discounts on class fees requiring payment and 
free summer classes, 

Discounts on classes at the Davis County Bo-
tanical Center. 

The Ogden Botanical Gardens membership was de-
signed to help make the gardens self-sustaining in the 
future (they are currently dependent on USU and local 
government funds for operations), to help share knowl-
edge of our plants, earth and natural resources with 
future generations, and to help the Gardens grow. 
 
I hope youôll think that membership in both organiza-
tions is worth your time and money, and that weôve 
cleared up any confusion you may have about your 
membership in either organization.  Please give me a 
call or email if you have any further questions. 
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  Messages from Jerry Goodspeed 
 

You Make a Difference at the Ogden Botanical Gardens 
Sometimes it may seem that your great volunteer efforts go unnoticed.  Rest assured this is not the case.  This past year, at 

the Ogden Botanical Garden, the Master Gardeners volunteered over 2,000 hours.  That is by far the most time volun-

teered since the creation of the Gardens.  When looking at this number in another way, the Master Gardeners saved the 

Ogden Botanical Gardens over $38,000.00.  This is equivalent to two paid full time staff members.  How cool is that!  

With the economy the way it is and our limited budget, this is the reason we are able to offer such a beautiful garden in the 

Ogden area.  Without your help and willingness to give of your time and talents, we would not be able to 

accomplish what we do. It is as simple as that.  Without you, we wouldnôt exist as we do today.  So from all 

the staff at the Ogden Botanical Gardens, and all the people who visit and enjoy the Gardensð  

     THANK YOU!  YOU ARE GREAT!   

 

International Master Gardener Conference 
This yearôs International Master Gardener Conference is being held in Las Vegas on March 22 ï 

26th.  If you have ever had any interest in gathering with other Master Gardeners from throughout the 

United States and possibly even other countries, this is your opportunity.  This is also probably the 

closest this conference will ever be to us.  For more information go to the website http://

www.unce.unr.edu/imgc/ 

If anyone is planning on going, it might be good to put the word out and see if anyone would like to 

carpool. 

  

 

 Thinking about planting wildflowers this spring?  

 
 Here are a few reminders:  

 *Prepare the soil properlyðno pre-emergent, no fertilizers, and do 

  not rototill the area. Instead, simply rake the ground to no more than  

 one inch in depth.  

 *Seeding should be completed in this area from late February to late 

        March, depending upon the weather. 

       *Ensure the soil is kept moist for the first 6-8 weeks following plant

       ing. In this area, the seedlings may need to be watered every other 

       day until well established.  

 

      ENJOY!!  Marie K.  

Things to do this month: 
 1. Sharpen and prepare tools for the upcoming season. 

 2. Order those special seeds, perennials, and bulbs while supplies are plentiful. 

 3. Prune conifers while they're still dormant, but never remove the top of an upright  

     coniferðit destroys the form.  

                                                                        

http://www.unce.unr.edu/imgc/
http://www.unce.unr.edu/imgc/
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LOOK AROUND TOWN! 
 By Pat Sheehan 

 

As Master Gardeners, we have all become experts (?) in 

such areas as how to grow perennials, landscaping, 

pruning, turf grass, pathology, entomology, pesti-

cide use, and a multitude of other disciplines.  All 

of this thanks to Jerry and his associates, and many 

weeks of study and classroom lecture ï and hours 

of community service! 

 

So how does all this vast storehouse of knowledge 

come into play in a practical way ï in our everyday 

gardening experiences. Well obviously, we all 

have beautiful yards ï the envy of the neighbor-

hood - well landscaped, healthy plants with a mul-

titude of variety and color, disease free tomatoes, 

and beautifully manicured, weed free lawns.  We 

choose new tree varieties with absolute confidence 

that they will flourish in our environment, and not 

pose a threat to our house - or our neighbors - in 

the event of a major wind storm.    

 

So where is all this leading?  In my case, I have 

become very much aware of what my neighbors 

and others, including public parks, in the commu-

nity are doing in regards to landscaping, yard-care, 

tree selection, and overall gardening practices.  As 

I drive around town, my focus has now changed to 

observing and critiquing what other (obviously less 

informed) homeowners have done with their per-

sonal piece of real estate.  Maybe some ï or all ï of 

you have done the same. 

 

Not wishing to be judgmental, I generally keep my 

observations private, or at best share them with my 

fellow Master Gardener ï MaryLu.  But carrying 

that thought a bit further, with all the knowledge 

we possess, and with a commitment and obligation 

to share that with others as Master Gardeners, why 

not seek out opportunities to do just that?   

 

This year, the WAMG Board, under the leadership 

of Janet Wager and as suggested by many of you 

on the informal survey we conducted, has set a tar-

get of involvement in service projects.  The details 

of where, when and how are still very much unde-

cided.  And this is where you can be of help to the 

Board.  Please share your suggestions for service 

oriented projects with Janet, or other Board mem-

bers, to assist in making this a reality.  This could 

range from helping the elderly, families of de-

ployed service members, community gardens, Ar-

bor Day involvement, or an information booth at 

the Farmers Market.   These are just a few of the 

many possibilities within our community. 

 

These service projects do not need to be large, in-

volving many Master Gardeners.  They can be as 

small as two or three individuals helping with the 

layout and maintenance of a family garden.  But 

we do want your help in making this a viable part 

of our Master Gardener experience. Please share 

your thoughts with us! 

Pat Sheehan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Going Green?? Here are a few tips: 
 

1. Use cloth napkins instead of paper. Your fam-

ily will feel special and youôll be surprised at 

how you reduce the number of paper towels 

used in your home (and money spent!).  

2. Make your own cleaning solutions from lemon 

juice, baking soda, vinegar, etc. Many reliable 

websites, such as maryjanebutters.com will 

have recipes for your use. 

3. Make the change to compact fluorescent light 

bulbs; youôll be glad you did! They are more 

expensive up front, but you can literally go for 

years before they need to be replaced.  

4. Replace your disposable furnace filter with a 

permanent furnace filter. 

5. Recycle! 

6. Start a compost pile.  
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 Pet-Safe Houseplants 
 By MaryAnn Hufteling 

 

 
 

Throughout the last 2 ½ years, since Maggie came to live with me, I have learned lots about things our pets 

like to chew on.  I worked hard to ensure my yard was pet-friendly by moving any plants that are toxic to 

pets and providing safe places for Maggie to play.  We have both benefited from the efforts!  Once she 

grew up enough to stop chewing on everything (except the lavender ï I think she just likes the flavor - and 

the cherry tomatoes), I started to relaxéuntil I caught her picking leaves off the Creeping Charlie plant on 

my desk!  So, it was time for more research ï this time on houseplants. 

 

Houseplants are a wonderful addition to our décor (not to mention they hide ugly corners very nicely) but 

some are toxic to our pets.  Most of the plants listed below will cause your dog or cat gastrointestinal irrita-

tion, but may also cause vomiting, diarrhea, seizures, cardiac complications, and so on.  It is best to teach 

your pet to leave those pretty plants alone, but just in case your pet takes a bit longer to learn, here are 

some house plants to avoid: 

 

Lilies of any kind (especially for cats) 

Tulip, Daffodil and Crocus bulbs ï forcing them indoors brightens up a winter day, but can cause great 

distress in your pets. 

Gift plants like Azaleas, Cyclamen, Kalanchoe, Chrysanthemums all can have moderate to severe ef-

fects 

Common House Plants like Pothos, Schefflera, Asparagus Fern, Ficus, Dieffenbachia, English Ivy,  

Philodrendron can also cause a variety of problems if eaten by your pet. 

Holiday Plants like Amaryllis, Christmas Rose, Mistletoe, Holly and Poinsettia will definitely upset your 

petôs tummy.  NOTE:  Poinsettias have long been considered deadly by pet owners, but in reality that is 

exaggerated.  Poinsettias typically produce mild to moderate gastrointestinal tract irritation, but they are 

not usually fatal. 

 

So do you have to throw out that gorgeous Pothos you have been nurturing for years or the lovely poinset-

tia your best friend gave you for Christmas?  Not necessarily!  Just move them out of the reach of your pet 

and/or train your pet to stay away.  I found that a spay bottle filled with water is a handy training tool.  

Give a quick squirt of water on the nose (NOT in the eye!) if your pet is looking to munch on a leaf.  Usu-

ally, it only takes a few times before she/he gets the message.  However, if your pet is a bit persistent (or 

hardheaded!), try a loud noise like a pop can filled with pennies or a short blast of an air horn.  It will star-

tle your pet and teach her/him that the obnoxious noise is associated with the plant! CAUTION: If you pet 

has eaten a plant that may be toxic, please contact your veterinarian!  You can also call the Pet Poi-

son Helpline at 1-800-213-6680 (available 24 hours, there is a charge for calls) or 

www.petpoisonhelpline.com. 

 

There are some plants that are non-toxic to pets; you might want to consider some of these as a substitute: 

African Violets Cast Iron Plant  Piggyback Plant  

Begonias  Wandering Jew Umbrella Plant  

Boston Fern  Jasmine  Creeping Charlie or Swedish Ivy 

 

For a more complete list of both toxic plants and non-toxic plants, see www.aspca.org and click on the 

animal poison control link. 

P.S.  I moved the Creeping Charlie out of Maggieôs reach even though it is on the non-toxic list.  She 

seems to get the message ï she hasnôt tried to chew any other houseplants!!  Now, about the cherry toma-

toesénext year she will have to learn to share! 

http://www.petpoisonhelpline.com
http://www.aspca.org
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Ogden Botanical Gardens Upcoming Events:  

1.    March 5 - Community Class:  Creating and incorporating wreaths in home décor; 

pre-registration/fee required, 6:30-8:30 p.m.  The first Thursday of most months we will 

be providing classes.  A schedule will be available soon at the USU Extension office, and 

weôll notify you quarterly in this newsletter. 

2.    March 12, 19, 26, Apr 2 ï 1:00-3:30 p.m. - Landscape Design Course.  Contact Kathy 399-8201 now to be added to 

a mailing list for registration information. 

3.    March 13 through 15, 2009 - Volunteer to help with the Standard-Examiner Home & Garden Show.  A letter will be 

sent out providing the times to sign up along with other information. 

4.    March 17, 2009 ï FIRST Master Gardener Clean-up Day for 2009 ï ñLucky Day in the Gardenò (St. Patrickôs 

Day) 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  (Lunch will be provided.)  This does not require prior notification, and we will be sending out 

a postcard to remind you. 

5.    March 28 ï Pruning Classes at the Ogden Botanical Gardens ï 9:00-12:00 noon ï no pre-registration required.  A 

letter will  

come letting you know about volunteering to help with these classes.  They are community classes for the public with 

demonstrations and instruction on ornamentals, shrubs, roses and fruit trees. 

6.    April 6 ï Master Gardener Clean-up Day ï 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  More information to come in a postcard. 

7.    April 17 ï FIRST ñDessert Firstò Class for 2009 ï These community classes are similar to the Walk & Talk Tours 

weôve had in the past.  They are free, open to the public, and as the name implies we will serve you dessert, then youôll 

enjoy great instruction and some touring with a state expert on a particular topic.  Schedules for these will be available 

soon at the USU Extension office, and Ogden Botanical Gardens (once they open). 

LOOKING AHEAD  
Diagnostic Clinics  Begin May 6, Wednesdays - 3:00-6:00 p.m.  This is a great way to learn and complete any service 

hours you still need to do, or add to your hours to work towards additional certificates of recognition for advanced service. 

Annual Ogden Botanical Gardens PLANT SALE ï May 14-15, Thursday-4:00-6:00 p.m., and Friday 10:00 ï 

6:00.  The plan is to also provide a class or two that day. 

Ogden Botanical Gardens 15th Anniversary ï ñArt in the Garden Galaò ï This is planned for June 26th.  It should be a 

great celebration, and more information will be sent to you. 

THANK YOU !  Master Gardeners provided a record-breaking number of service hours last year (more than 1,800 at the 

Gardens)!  We canôt thank you enough for your dedication to the program, and for the huge difference you make.  We tell 

you this once in a while, but itôs none-the-less trueðWE COULDNôT DO IT WITHOUT YOU!  You are wonderful, ser-

vice-minded folks, and we appreciate you more than we can say.  Hope 2009 is a great year for you. 

Jerry, Dori, Susie, Bill, Vic and Kathy 

  

  

 

 

FOR SALE: 

Brand new clothing for sale from the first sweatshirt orders for Ogden Botanical Gardens  One XXL 

tan hoodie, originally purchased for $27ðselling for $20. One XL tan crew-neck sweatshirt, origi-

nally $23 - selling for $18.  Please contact Kathy at  399-8201 for further information. 

 

(Have an item youôd like to sell? Or perhaps youôd like to share some of your very prolific ground 

cover? Let us know and weôll place your ad here. Contact Marie at MarieKawaguchi@Comcast.net.) 


