Step 10
Dealing with Mortalities
Objectives:

After completing this section you should:

1. Develop a plan for dealing with mortalities.

Documentation included in this section:

1. Plan for dealing with mortalities.

Between 1 and 5% of animals die on Utah farms each year.  These mortalities must be disposed of in a manner acceptable to the producer and according to local, state, and federal regulations.  Where available and economical, rendering is often the method of choice.  On site burial was once a common method for mortality disposal and may still be acceptable if mortalities are buried at the proper depth in soils where a water table or other limitations do not exist.  Landfills may also accept mortalities.  Incineration is used by larger operations, particularly for smaller animals.  Finally, composting is a relatively new option for mortality disposal.  Check with local county and city officials for any guidelines or regulations regarding burial, landfilling, incineration, or composting of mortalities.  Indicate the method of mortality disposal on the following sheet.  A fact sheet describing cow mortality disposal is included at the end of this section.

Additional notes                                                                                 
	(Disposal Method
	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	(Rendering
	1) Conserves nutrients contained in the dead animals.

2) Minimal capital investment unless preservation is used.

3) Low maintenance.
	1) Increases sanitary precautions to prevent disease transmission.

2) Storage of animals is required until pickup.

3) Fees charged for pickup.

4) Rendering service may not be available. 

	(Composting
	1) Conserves nutrients in the dead animals.

2) Low odor.

3) Environmentally safe.

4) No need to store dead animals. 
	1) High initial cost.

2) Labor intensive.

3) Regular monitoring and maintenance is required.

4) Cropland required for utilization of finished compost.

	(Incineration
	1) Sanitary.

2) Final except for ashes.
	1) Nutrients contained in the dead animals are wasted.

2) Initial cost.

3) Fuel costs.

4) Equipment operation and maintenance costs.

5) Potential air quality impairment.

	(Sanitary landfills
	1) Simplicity.

2) No capital investment.

3) No maintenance.
	1) Nutrients contained in the dead animals are wasted.

2) Few landfills accept dead animals.

3) Transportation costs.

4) Not permitted in many areas.

	(Burial
	1) Capital limited to land and excavating equipment.


	1) Nutrients contained in the dead animals are wasted.

2) Increases sanitary precautions to prevent disease transmission.

3) Storage of carcasses until burial may be necessary. Difficult if ground is frozen.

4) Land area becomes significant for large operations. 

5) Siting requirements. 

	(Disposal pits
	1) Simplicity.
	1) Nutrients contained in the dead animals are wasted.

2) Exacting soil and drainage conditions are required.

3) Satisfactory location may not be convenient to facilities.

4) Possibility of environmental hazards.

5) Not permitted in many areas. 


