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Bear River Water Quality Trading 





The Bear River Watershed Initiative is an EPA funded project which is improving water quality coordination and management for the entire Bear River Watershed.  The Bear River Watershed Information System (www.bearriverinfo.org) provides one place to get basic information about the different regions of the watershed, to find or create maps, to access real time and historic data, to find contact information for resources across the watershed , to locate documents, and much much more.  





An important  element of the Bear River Watershed Initiative is to explore the feasibility of pollutant trading as a means of reducing point and non-point source phosphorous inputs to the watershed in the most cost effective manner.  


 


 


 


 


 





The Bear River Water Pollutant Trading Feasibility Study will focus on total phosphorus in areas with      existing TMDLs: 


 Cub River – Middle Bear


 Bear River from Oneida Narrows Reservoir to Cutler Reservoir


 Little Bear River


 Spring Creek





On July 19, 2007, the Bear River Initiative Steering Committee hosted a water quality trading workshop to explore the concepts of pollutant trading and specifics being explored in the Bear River watershed.  37        representatives from Idaho, Wyoming, and Utah,       including agencies, educators, and producers attended the workshop.  The presentations made at this workshop are available at www.bearriverinfo.org/library/.


 





What’s Next? 


 


The Bear River Watershed Initiative Project is developing a water quality model to help determine the    pollution coming from different land uses before and after the implementation of best management practices.  The model will also predict the amount of phosphorus that moves through the river from one point to another.  


 


To complete the feasibility study, a number of issues remain.  For example:


 How much uncertainty is there in our ability to calculate pollutant runoff and delivery ratios?


 TMDLs allocate pollutant loads between different general groups of sources, not for each nonpoint source.   How will different nonpoint sources in one area of a watershed be differentiated? 


 Who will monitor whether best management practices are implemented?


 What is the life span of negotiated trades?


 Questions regarding contractual, payment and default issues will also need to be resolved.  


 


The Bear River Watershed Initiative Project will continue to look for feedback.  If you want to be involved or if you have questions:


 Contact USU Water Quality Extension regarding pollutant trading in the Bear River watershed at (435)797-2580 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:susana@ext.usu.edu" �susana@ext.usu.edu�.


 USU Water Quality Extension will post trading resources on the Bear River WIS website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.bearriverinfo.org/" �www.bearriverinfo.org�).


 If you are interested in participating in an ongoing citizen/stakeholder advisory committee or in     having a presentation about trading, contact USU Water Quality Extension at (435)797-2580 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:susana@ext.usu.edu" �susana@ext.usu.edu�.


 


For more information visit:


	www.bearriverinfo.org





A market-based mechanism that allows a source facing relatively high pollution-reduction costs to compensate another source to achieve a less-costly reduction with the same or higher water-quality benefit.  Water Quality Trading can provide an opportunity for nonpoint sources to receive compensation for implementing conservation practices on their lands.





WHAT IS WATER QUALITY TRADING?





For Example:


Suppose Source A is required to reduce a unit of total phosphorus (TP) from the river.  This reduction will costs Source A $100.  


 


Source B, however, can reduce an additional unit for $80. 


 


Under WQT, there is room for Source A to pay Source B something less than $100 but more than $80 for Source B to clean up that unit of TP.
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