




 
 
December 8, 2006 
 
Brian A. Nummer, Ph.D 
Extension Food Safety Specialist 
Utah State University 
8700 Old Main Hill 
Logan, Utah 84322-8700 
 
Dear Dr. Nummer, 
 
On behalf of the National Environmental Health Association (NEHA), we are very pleased to offer our 
participation, support, and collaboration with the Utah State University application for the USDA 
CSREES Integrated Research, Education, and Extension Competitive Grants proposal that addresses the 
priority area 111.F, National Support and Coordination of Integrated Food Safety Programs and 
Resources. 
 
NEHA, through its membership possesses extensive knowledge and experience in food safety issues and 
agrees that the proposal to establish a Retail Food Safety Consortium to facilitate communication from 
the national to the local level will contribute to improving food safety throughout the nation. And NEHA 
concurs that a Cooperative Extension led effort is an ideal mechanism to accomplish this goal. We will 
participate in the Consortium activities, encourage participation of the NEHA membership, and provide 
feedback on activities NEHA desires of the Consortium. 
 
NEHA will contribute to this effort as a subcontractor by: 
• Participating in the Retail Food Safety Agricultural Experiment Station Multi-state Research 

Advisory Committee; 
• Participating in annual Consortium Roundtable meetings scheduled for 2008, 2009, and 2010 

including serving as sponsor for the 2008 Consortium meeting in conjunction with NEHA’s Annual 
Educational Conference & Exhibition; 

• Serving as a liaison between NEHA and Consortium to communicate with regional membership 
affiliates and/or retail food safety sub-groups; 

• Soliciting examples of retail food safety practices and seeking membership volunteers to review, 
evaluate, and disseminate those “best practices” to interested individuals, agencies, and organizations; 

• Collaborating on information sharing by partnering with the Consortium’s Web site portal project; 
and 

• Participating in annual needs assessment of research needs and priorities and communicating results 
to the membership. 

 
NEHA believes Utah State University has the expertise to implement this project to provide this much 
needed Consortium. Thank you for the opportunity to submit this letter of support. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Larry L. Marcum, J.D., M.P.A 
Manager, Research and Development/Government Affairs 
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December 15, 2006 
 
Brian A. Nummer, PhD. 
Extension Food Safety Specialist 
Utah State University 
8700 Old Main Hill 
Logan, Utah 84322-8700 
 
Dr. Nummer,   
I am very excited to learn that you are coordinating a new USDA-CSREES proposal effort to build upon a 
successful Retail Safety Consortium concept developed this past year.  I think the meeting in Las Vegas, 
NV this past spring was a great start.  I also think there is a great opportunity to build the consortium into 
something far better for the retail food safety community.           
 
With this letter also comes a commitment for me to work on the proposed project with the other land 
grant institutions (Utah State, North Carolina State, University of Arkansas, and Rutgers), with the 
industry, with state/local/federal regulatory agencies, and with other important stakeholders.  My specific 
interest in involvement in this project is the development of a retail safety website portal described in the 
proposal. 
 
Brian, I wish you luck with this proposal and continued success in helping to make retail food handling 
practices safer. 
         
Kind Regards,  

Richard Linton 
Professor of Food Microbiology 
University Faculty Scholar 
Director of the Center for Food Safety Engineering 
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January 9, 2007 
 

 
 
Brian A. Nummer 
750 N 1200 E 
Utah State University 
Logan, UT  84322-8700 
 
Dear Brian, 
 
This is just a short note to let you know that our proposal to fund the initial activities of the 
Retail Food Safety Consortium has my full support. 
 
As you know, our previously funded USDA conference grant got the Retail Food Safety 
Consortium off to a great start. 
 
If funded, I’m confident that we will be able to: enhance collaborations between retail food 
safety professionals; identify and scientifically validate retail food safety practices; collect, 
develop, review, and disseminate retail food safety resources; and identify and prioritize retail 
food safety needs.   
 
The Consortium has the potential to make the food supply safer by filling gaps at the retail food 
level of the farm-to-table food chain, and I look forward to working with you to make that 
potential a reality. 
  

Sincerely, 

 
Donald W. Schaffner, Ph.D. 

Professor 
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