Family Talk Jar

Here is a jar that’s full of fun, 

 Questions to ask a daughter or son.

Or mom and dads stories of when they were small,

Taking time out, you’ll have a ball.

Around the table at dinner or lunch

Pull out a question or pull out a bunch.

Answer the question as best as you can,

Getting you talking, that is the plan. 

 Family memories, goals and dreams,

Preserving the love, takes time it seems.

And for the adults the papers are blue,

For everyone else, all colors will do.  

So everyday, each take a turn, 

Sharing your stories and what you did learn.
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Family Talk Questions

Parents

What changes have you seen in your lifetime: technology, fashions, fads, etc.

Tell something nice about each of your children, their personalities, talents, or traits that make them special. 

When you were younger how did you cure your hiccups?

Where were you when Pres. Kennedy was assassinated?

Describe your wedding day. What were your colors, what did the dress look like, who were the groomsmen?

Tell of the first time you met your spouse.

Describe your yard as child. Did you help with yard work? Have children draw a picture of the yard as you describe it.

Describe your first home as a newlywed.

Where would you like to retire? Why?

When all the children leave home, what new talents/hobbies do you want to learn?

Tell about your engagement? Who was it with? Have you been engaged more than once?

What personal traits do you like the best about yourself? Why? 

Describe your educational training. Where did you go? What did you study?

Did you have a childhood hideout? Where was it? Did anyone ever find it?

Did it snow much when you were a child? Tell about it.

Did you celebrate Christmas? Where did you get your Christmas tree as a kid?

Tell about you political or civic activities.

What kind of extra curricular activities did you do as a child? What was your favorite?

How did your mother spend her time?

How did your father spend his time? 

Did you have to do house hold chores? What did you do?

How and where did you learn to drive? Who taught you?

Tell about your children’s names. How did you choose them? 

Tell about the time your children were born? Who was the doctor? Was it scary? 

Were you ever in a play, on a sports team, in a chess club, etc.? Tell about it.

When you were younger, what did you want to be when you grew up?

What is the most important lesson you want to pass on to others?

What kind of lessons did you take as a child? Do you still use that skill today?

If you could choose a different vocation would you? What would it be? Why?

What were your fears, anticipations, and expectations about getting married?

Have you ever tried running away from home? Why?

Where were you when man first walked on the moon?

What do you remember about yourself as a teenager? What was important to you? What were your dreams?

Tell about your social life as a teenager? What were your friends like? Do you still talk to those friends today?

Did you serve in the military? Tell about your experiences? 

What is the hardest thing about being a parent? 

Describe one thing your children have taught you.

Which child do you see the most of yourself in? Why?

What kind of awards did you get as a child? How did they make you feel? 

Tell about your favorite high school/college date. Who was it with? How old were you? 

Family

Describe your favorite family vacation.

Do you have a favorite author? Who? Why? Tell about your favorite book. 

What is the most significant world event that has taken place in your lifetime? Why?

Describe your most serious illness or accident.

What was your favorite family reunion? Did you meet someone new?

What would you like to be remembered for?

How do you spend time supporting your family?

Tell about exciting times spent at camps, in youth groups, or whatever. 

What was/is your father’s occupation?

What was/is your mothers occupation?

What is your favorite hand-me down? Who did you get it from?

What is your favorite holiday? Why?

What was your favorite birthday? Did you have a party? Who came to the party?

What personal traits do you like the best about yourself? Why?

What is your favorite television show? 

What do you think is the secret to good health?

Do you like the snow? What is your favorite thing about the snow?

Where is/was your favorite place to go with you mother/father? Why?

If you could be an animal, which one would you choose and why?

Do you have any odd hobbies/talents?

What do you think about movies? What is your favorite movie?

What is your favorite/least favorite household chore?

What are your most deeply and imbedded values? How did you develop them?

Do/did you have a bicycle? What did/does it look like?

Do you like being the oldest/youngest/middle child? What is the best part of your birth order? 

What is your advice to those who are younger than you?

What do you have in common with your parents? 

What is your favorite camping trip? What happened there?

How do/did you feel about school? Who was your favorite teacher?

Do you remember your four grandparents? Any great-grandparents? Tell about a memory you have. 

Tell about your mother’s traits, talents, and characteristics. 

Tell about your father’s traits, talents, and characteristics.

What is your most embarrassing story?

What is the most exciting place you have ever been?

Describe the perfect Autumn day. 

Describe the perfect Winter day.

Describe the perfect Summer day. 

Describe the perfect Spring day.

If you could start your life over again, what would you do differently?

What kind of music do you like? Do others in your family like the same music? 

Describe what you do on a typical Sunday.

Have you ever met anyone famous? Where? 

Tell a story about one of your siblings. 

If you could be a tree, what kind of tree would you be? Why?

Where did your parents first live when they got married? 

What are your favorite smells?

What are you frightened of?

What is the most adventurous thing you have ever done?

What is the most interesting place you have traveled? How long were you there?

If you had a million dollars what would you do with it? 

If you were stranded on an island and could only have three things with you, what would they be? 

Where were you when the Twin Towers fell? How did you feel? Who were you with?

Who was/is you favorite teacher? Why? What was their name? 

Who was your first crush? How did you know them?

What was your favorite pet? 

What do/did you want to be when you grow up?

What lesson have your parents taught you that means the most to you?

What kind of sports do you like? 

What frightens you the most? Why?

Do you wish you had more brothers or sister? Why or why not?

Tell about your favorite relative. 

What is your favorite game? Why? Who taught you how to play it? 

What is your favorite memory of your grandparents?  

What is the best way to save money?

Who is your best friend? What do you like best about them?

Describe your favorite sound. Try making it. 

If you could meet anyone you wanted who would it be? Why?

Describe the kind of house you want to live in when you get older.

What is your favorite flavor of ice cream? Can you guess what your parent’s favorite is?

What instrument do you wish you played?

Describe the perfect Saturday.

Do you have a favorite brother of sister? Why? What makes them special?

Who taught you to ride your bike? Were you scared to learn? 

If you were a cartoon character who would it be? Why? 

How tall do you want to be when you are older? 

Describe the perfect date. What would you do? Who would you like it to be with? 

If you were a fruit, what kind would you be? 

What is your favorite cereal? 

Who would you say is your greatest hero? Why? 

What do you think about technology? 

Do you like playing inside or outside better? Why?

Do you like the color of your hair? Why? Why not? 

Do you have any nicknames? What are they? Where did they come from? 

What is your favorite food? 

Have you ever had any warts? Do you still have them? Where are they?

Do you believe in good/bad luck? Do you think you are lucky? Why?

Describe what you think would be the perfect wedding? 

What is your favorite color? Has it always been you favorite? 

What do you think it means to be beautiful? What or who do you think is beautiful?

What is your favorite fruit and why? 

What is your favorite meal that your parents make? 

What do you like about Thanksgiving? 

Do you have any traditions that are unusual? What are they? What makes 

them unusual? 

Have you ever been on a treasure hunt? What did you find?

What is your favorite outfit? Do you still wear it? What makes it your favorite? 

If you could change one thing about yourself, what would it be and why? 

Have you ever had to deal with bullies at school? What have you done to protect yourself? 

What is your greatest joy? Your greatest sorrow? 

What was the most exciting experience in your life? Explain why. 

What is/was your favorite department store? Is it still around today? 

What do you like/dislike about Halloween? 

How do you think your parents would describe you to their friends? Ask them what they really would really say. 

Sing a part of your favorite song. Have others join you if they know it. 

What do you do on Memorial Day? What is your favorite thing to do? 

Have you ever had stitches? Explain the story of why you got them?

Have you ever been stung by a bee or wasp? What happened? 

Have you ever ridden a horse? When was the first time?  How did you feel?

What are some talents or hobbies that you learned from your parents or grandparents?

What kind of jobs have you had? What is your favorite/least favorite? Why?

Who is your favorite actress/actor and why? What movies/plays have they been in?

