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Utah Forest Products Closes Escalante Mill

The Utah Forest Products sawmill in Escal ante stopped

production on Monday, February 4, dueto economic and

supply factors, and it looksas
if it may beshut down
permanently. Although mill
manager Steven Steed and his
family haveweethered
tremendousupsand downsin
thewood productsindustry in
southern Utah sincehis
ancestorsmoved therein
1832, thiscrunch may betoo
much. Tosurvivethesehard
timesthemill needseither a
supply of wood, which has
beenincreasingly difficult for
thenational foreststo ensure,
or new investment partnersto
help makeitthroughtoa
better day.

Thiswasoneof thelargest
sawmillsin Utah, theother
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Steven Steedinthemill yard thisfall.
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being Carbon County Lumber in Wellington (formerly
Cascade Mountain Resources). Thiscomesonly months
after the closure of the Stoltze
aspenmill in Sigurd andthe
Timber Productsmill inLa
Sal. Therecontinueto be
about adozen smdler family
owned operationsaround the
state, but many of themaso
fear thepossibility of
impending closure.
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The Utah Forest Productsmill
shut-down comesin spite of
innovative practicesemployed
by Steed, such asconstantly
ateringthe product mix to
meet market demand and
supply avalahility,and
adding high-tech laser
measuring devicesto thesaw
rig. Morerecently themill
hasresponded to theregiona need to removesmal
diameter treesreflected inthe Nationa Fire Plan by
working with the nonprofit Escalante Group to acquirea
semi-portable sawmill that wasoriginaly designedto
complement themill in Escdante. TheMicroMill is
designed to gointo thewoodsto efficiently handlelog
diametersfrom 3" to 12", thereby reducing overdl
transportation costs. Asacontinuing demonstration of

see Utah Forest Products on page 7



L andowner Profile Rex Ahlstrom

When Cedar City native Rex Ahlstrom first purchased his
fiveacresof mountainland near Duck Creek in 1981 he
had nointention of loggingit;
he purchased the property as
aweekend getaway, and soon
built acabin severa hundred
feetinfromtheroad. Over
the past 20 years he saysthat
he spent asmuchtimeonthe
property ashiswork schedule
would alow. Asaheating
and electrical contractor in
Cedar City for 35 years, he
hashad plenty of timeto
witnessthechangesinthe
forest ashedrovethe 45
minutes back and forthto the
property over theyears.

Oneof those changesisthat

theforest around hiscabinsite

has closed in some, and hewas|osing someof the sunlight
and more open feeling the property once had.

Ahlstrom hasbecomeincreasingly concerned about the
massive pruce beetl einfestation engulfing forest land just
east of hisproperty including portionsof the Dixie National
Forest, Brian Head and Cedar Breaks National Monument,
and how that outbreak might affect hisown property.

Ahlstromwasa so concerned about wind and wildfire
threatsto hiscabin; hebdieves “Itisimportant to manage
the property; trying to save every treeisnot good for the
land.” Hisfirst effort at forest management started about
fiveyearsago, but never really took seed. He contracted
with aconsulting forester who marked thetreesto be
removed, but at that timewas unableto find an interested
and qualified logger todothejob.

Finding good loggersto work onsmaller piecesof property
such asthishasalwaysbeen difficult becausefor every

“Itisimportant to managethe property;
tryingto saveevery treeisnot good for the
land.” RexAhlstrom

logging job therearefixed costsinvolved in setting-up
thetimber sale, such astransporting thelogging
equipment tothesite,
locating and scratching out
thelandings, skidtrails, and
haul roads, etc. If thereare
only fiveacrestologfrom
that landing, as opposed to
40 acresor morethat can
beservedfromasingle
landing onalarger piece of
property, itisnot hard to see
thefinancid disncentive
most loggersfacewhen
consderingasmaller parcel.

Withnologgersinterestedin
doingthejob, Ahlstromwas
forced to put the project on
the back burner until last year
when, by coincidence, hemet
alogging contractor named Merrill Burrowswhowas
working onaneighbor’sproperty. After looking at the
land with Burrowsthey worked out an arrangement that
was advantageousto both of them.

Ahlstrom’sinterest wasimproving the heal th and beauty
of the property, while Burrowsinterest wasin using the
logsin hisown sawmill, sothey traded productsfor
sarvices. Thisarrangement islesscommonthana
negotiated price between landownersand loggers,
whereeither thelogger takesthelogsand paysthe
landowner aset pricefor them, or the landowner keeps
thelogs (or sellsthem independent of thelogger) and
paysthelogger for hisher service. Their flexibility,
however, wasthekey to getting thejob doneand
makesthe point that in some caseswith smaller acreage
jobs, lesstraditiona approaches may work best.



Ahlstrom, continued

Although thebasisof thisagreement isquitesmple, it by
no means|essened the need for asolid timber harvesting
contract between thelandowner and thelogger.

Ahlstromsaidthat “ 35 years
asaheatingandair
conditioning contractor has
givenmeatruegppreciation
for theimportanceof havinga
good contract” with anyone
working onyour property. “If
anything”, hepointsout, “a
smaller acreagelikethis
increasestheneed for asolid
contract, astherearemany
hazardsfor thelogger to ded
withinasmall area” Justthe
act of faling timber becomes
subsgtantialy more hazardous
when donearound cabins,
power lines, vehicles, and
curiousneighbors.

Assstancewith settingupthe
contractisoneof thethings
that Ahlstrom valued mostin
hisrdationshipwith hisloca
forester, Clint Reese. Reese
isthelocal AreaForester with
theDivision of Forestry, Fire
& StateLands. Ahlstrom
realized that folkslike Reese
wereavailabletohimasa
landowner and figured: “why
not take advantage of that

assstance.” Ahlstrom aready had aforest management
planin placeasReese, dongwiththeDivison's
Stewardship Coordinator Ron Gropp, had previousy
prepared aplan for Duck Creek Village.

A few of thelarger ponderosapines|eft after
logging.

Reese and acoworker also marked thetreesto be
removed; another very important step inthe process.
Their marking strived to preserveadiversity of tree

Species, ages, and sizes, by
removing someof theless
desirabletrees. Specieslike
ponderosapineweregeneraly
favoredfor their largesizeand
beauty, longevity, and their
relativeres stanceto insects,
diseases, fire, and wind.
Althoughthesetreesoffered
morevalueat themill than some
of the other treesthat were
removed, they offered much
greater valueto thelandowner
by remaining, asrevenue
productionwasnot the primary
goal of thetimber sdle. By
removing someof thesmaller
treesaround alarger ponderosa
pine, natural systemsare
mimicked. Aforestisleft that
haslarger, older trees, much the
sameaswould happenwith the
frequent low intengity firesthat
occurredinthisareaprior to
Settlement.

Most important wasAhlstrom’s
satisfaction with theway thejob
wasturning out. He had more
sunlight and air movement
through the stand, and could

finally ssemorethan afew feet fromthecabin, whichis
something that hedowly lost over theyearssince
purchasing the property. AsReese and Burrowsworked
together to preserve some of the better treeson the

property, Ahlstrom a so has something quite beautiful to

|ook at.



Utah HasIts Share of the Big Trees

Although Utahisamong thedriest statesinthenation, itis

hometo six National Champion Big Trees. Since 1940,
American Forests has been keeping The National
Register of Big Trees. It all got started when forester
Joseph Stearnsissued hisralying cry: “Let every tree
lover, every forester, and every lumbermanrally.. .tofight
for the preservation of our biggest tree specimens.”

Utah holdsthe national champion bluespruce, which
growsonthe Duchesne Ranger Didgtrict of theAshley
National Forest and stands 127 feet tall. Our national
champion Rocky Mountain whitefir grows south of
Salem, in Loafer Canyon, andis94 feettall. Utahalso
holdstherecord for thelargest Rocky Mountain juniper,
known asthe Jardine Juniper onthe Logan Ranger
District of the Cache Nationa Forest. TheJardine
Juniper isoneof only four of today’snational champions
that have

remained

onthelist ’ o white fir
condgtertly
snce
1940.

Our
nationd
champion
limber
pineis
nesr
Aittsourg
Lakeon
the Uintah National Forest. Utahisasohometoa
national champion cliffroseand a derleaf cercocarpus.

Consdering treegrowing conditions, it may beno
surprisethat Californiaand Washington hold therecords
for thebiggest and thetallest speciesinthecountry. Itis
somewhat surprising though, that Floridaholdsthe most
national champions, with Cdiforniaand Texascomingin
second and third. Therearemorethan 826 eligible

speciesinthe country, and 93 of them do not have
champions,
indudingthe
Greenemountain-
ash, whichisnative
to cool, moist
canyondtesin
Utah.

Anyonewithapair
of hiking bootsand
atape measurecan
submit bigtree
contenders, and
hisher namewill
belisted alongside
thechampioninthe
national Register of
Big Trees. Tonominateatreefor either the stateor
national list, measure and record the height to the nearest
foot, the circumference (not diameter) of thetrunk at
breast height (4.5 feet abovethe ground), and theaverage
crown spread (by measuring the greatest width of the
crown straight through thetrunk of thetree, andthenthe
narrowest, and dividing thetota by two). Eachfootin
height recelvesone point, every inchintrunk
circumferencereceivesone point, and the average crown
spread receivesaquarter of apoint for every foot.

A

For moreinformation on the Nationa or the Utah
Register of Big Trees, contact Tony Dietz, at theDivision
of Forestry, Fire& State Landsby telephone at 801-
538-5505, or by email: nrdf.tdietz@state.ut.us.

Sources: American Forest'sweb site
www.americanforests.org or by telephone at 202-955-
4500. Tony Dietz, Urban Forestry Coordinator, Utah
Division of Forestry, Fire & Sate Lands.



The 1902 Wasatch Survey: Diary
of A. F. Potter

The Utah Forest News occasionally features excer pts
from the diary of Albert F. Potter, from the USU
Soecial Collections and Archives. In 1902, Potter
conducted the Wasatch Survey, where he crisscrossed
the Wasatch Mountains and the Colorado Plateau by
horseback for 5 months. His assignment as Chief
Grazing Officer was to document forest and range
conditionsand
attitudes of
inhabitants on
formation of the
national forests.
Thishistorical
perspectiveis
useful in

under standing
how today’s
management
activities may
affect
tomorrow’s
forests.
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July 3,1902
Went with Mr.
Smart for atrip
up Spring Creek
(Loganarea) and
acrossthe
mountain. Passed
asmall sawmill at themouth of the canyon before
entering themountain. Entering the canyon, found same
containsadense growth of brush, thetrail cut-out being
barely wide enough to permit aperson passingwitha
saddlehorse. It wasraining and thewet brush just about
wet methrough. Onthesidesof themountainthe
growthisabout thesameasin Dry Canyon. Scrub
cedar on the south slope of thelower part and spruce
(what wenow call Douglas-fir wascommonly referred

to asDouglas-sprucein 1902) onthe north slope. Much
cutting of timber hasbeen doneand no largetreesremain.

Went up the canyon about two miles, densebrush al the
way. Astherain had then turnedinto asnowstormwe
concluded it wasfally totry to go over the mountain today
and turned back arriving at L ogan at noon.
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A Douglasir forest on the north dope of Providence Canyon
(Potter’ s presumed | ocation) today, regrown since 1902.

Duringthe
afternoon met a
number of citizens
who arefavoring
theestablishing of
thereserve. Said
they wanted stock
excluded fromit so
asto prevent them
foulingthewater;
they think thehedlth
of thetownis
endangered by
stock dying near the
stream and by the
pollution of the
water by the
manureand the
urine. Denudation
of thedopeby
timber cutting
diminishingthe

water supply doesnot seemto aarmthem. All evilsbeing
charged to stock. There are many people, however, who
honestly wishto preservetheforest and favorable water

conditions.
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Sewardship Blocks:
I nnovative Tool Brings Fire Plan Benefitsinto Communities

TheNational Fire Plan and the 2001 Interior Appropriation
Bill that funded it arelaced with referencesto theideathat
communities, and theforest workerswho livethere, should
benefit from hazardousfuel
reduction activities. Acrossthe
country, Forest Servicedistrict
rangersarestrugglingtofigure
out how to provide“close
collaboration between citizens
and government” andto“give
local workerspreference.” The
Camino Red Digtrict of the
Carson National Forestin New
Mexico created aninnovative
tool caled*” stewardship blocks’
that bringsfire plan benefitsinto
communitieswhileaccomplishing
fuel reduction objectives.

Thedigtrict’sfirst experiment with

stewardship blockswason asitecalled LaCruz Ecosystem
Improvement Project in a200-acre areaof ponderosapine
forest north of Truchas, NM. Residentsof thisrura
community, likemany othersinthe West, depend on wood
fromthenational forest to heat their homes. Didtrict
Forester Henry L opez came up with theideaof
stewardship blocksasaway toimplement afue reduction
prescription by giving local woodcuttersablock of forest to
harvest firewood.

Stewardship blockswork asfollows:; woodcuttersleavethe
treesthedistrict hasmarked and removefirewood-sized
logswith afuel wood permit costing $25 for 5 cordsand
$5for each additional cord. Thewoodcutterssignawritten
agreement with the Forest Serviceto cut intheir assigned
block. Signing the agreement, and not aprecommercia
thinning contract, isappedaling to many local workerswho
arenot interested informing abusinessor taking onalarge-
scaleproject. Theseagreementsdiffer from fuel wood
permitsthat give accessto acommuna firewood harvest

Resultsof astewardship block thinning.

areabecausethewritten agreement requiresthat the
work be performed on acertain plot of land to specific
standards.

Stewardship blocksrange
fromonetofour acres,
depending ontheworkers
experienceand ability, and
arelabeled withtheworkers
names. Thewoodcutters
beginthinning at one edge of
their block and move
towardstheother side, a
policy that insuresagainst the
selectiveremoval of larger
treesintheblock and allows
the Forest Serviceto
monitor thequality of the
thinning asit progresses.
Thewoodcuttersare
accountableto the community and have anincentiveto
do goodwork. If they don't, thedistrict will not assign
them additiona blocksinthefutureand they will lose
their easy accessto aconcentrated supply of firewood.
Lopez saysthat most cutterstake pridein their plots—
someareeven pruning theleavetrees (theones
remaining) for kicks.

TheForest Serviceispleased with the project because
it hasaccomplished ahigh-quality fuel reduction project
withthe help of thelocal community. Thewoodcutters
are pleased because the stewardship bl ocks support
thelr subsistence needsfor wood products.

Excerpted from The Fire Chronicle: Sories of the
National Fire Plan, by Martha Schumann, Research
Associate, The Forest Trust, and Tori Derr,
Coordinator, Southwest Community Forestry
Research Center



Utah Forest Products, Cont.

their tenacity intheforest productsindustry in southern
Utah, Steed indicated that hisfamily hasaplanto move

forward withtheMicroMill independent of thelarger mill.
(Look for moreontheMicroMill infuture editions of the

Utah Forest News.)

Raw logsand drying boards at the Utah Forest
Productsmill thisfdl.

Thelossof themill not only representsablow tothe

economy of Escalante, but also alossto southern Utah's

privateforest landowners. Forest stewardship canbe
gresatly augmented through the revenue produced from
timber harvesting; itismuch easier to afford taxes, road
maintenance costs, and even take on projectssuch as
wildlife habitat improvement when management efforts

produceapositive cash flow. Thelack of sawmillsinthe
arealeadsto prohibitivelog-hauling costsand becomesa

disincentivefor practicing forest management. For a
family trying to pay abigtax bill onaproperty for

instance, thisdepressed timber market canalsoleadtoa

greater incentiveto high-gradeastand, or takethe best
and leavetherest, which leadstolong-term declinein

forest health and productivity.

Classified

Do you haveforest resourcesyou want to sell?Are
there specific timber resourcesyou want to buy? Do
you offer servicesuseful toforest landowners?Thisis
the placeto advertise your needs! Advertisementis
free. If youwouldliketo placean ad, call Darren
McAvoy at 435-797-0560 or e-mall
darrenm@cnr.usu.edu.

« Utah Forest Products, Inc.islooking for saw
logsand offering competitive bidson standing timber.
All speciesconsdered. Complete management
proposalsoffered using best management practices.
Contact John Schmidt, Forester, at 435-865-9438 or
at our mill in Escalante, 435-826-4521. Pleasekeep
Utah forestsworking for Utah!

(Editor’'s note: Theinclusion of thisad stands as
continued demonstration of Seven Seed's
optimism, see page one for details)

e CRZ,Inc. Forest Engineering Consulting
Former logging and road construction company
owner with 10 yearsof highlead, multi-span skyline
and ground-based logging experience. | have 6 years
of forestry consulting experience providing timber sale
and road congtruction layout and design, timber sale
negotiation and administration, firerisk reduction and
CAD mapping. Contact Cary Zielinsky at 801-737-
4721, fax 801-737-4378, e-mail

mail 189898@pop.net, or writeto 3967 N 1050
West, Pleasant View, UT 84414

This classified section is a service for forest landowners.
Listing of these services, companies, and individualsin no
way implies endorsement by USU Extension. e suggest
that you use the same precautions you would use in the
purchase or sale of any goods and services, including
asking for and checking references and using a written
agreement to clarify the obligations and responsibilities
involved in a sale or service contract.
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4 For More Information: A

Regarding any of theinformation presented inthisnews-
|etter, please call Darren McAvoy at Utah State Univer-
sity, 435-797-0560, writehim at 5215 Old Main Hill,
Logan, UT 84322-5215, or email darrenm@cnr.usu.edu.

State of Utah Division of Forestry, Fire& State Lands
(DFF& SL) serviceforestersfor your areacan be con-
tacted by calling 801-538-5555.
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| deas and written contributionsto
thisnewd etter are encouraged. Send your com-
mentsto the return address aboveor call
435-797-0560, or email
darrenm@cnr.usu.edul.

COMINGEVENTS:

O AFRreWiseworkshopisscheduled for April
29- May 1, 2002, at Snowbird Mountain Resort.
FireWiseworkshopshave been held around the
country for the past few yearsinan effort to pro-
mote community and homeowner understanding of
wildfire protection measures. For moreinformation
contact Larry Laforte at 435-586-4408 or email at
nrdf.lleforte@state.ut.us.

U SmallWood 2002; Community & Economic
Devel opment Opportunitiesin Smal Tree Utiliza-
tion, April 11-13, Albuquerque, New Mexico, for
moreinformation call the Forest Products Soci ety at
608-231-1361; www.forestprod.org.
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