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| nsurance Coveragefor Your Logger

L oggingisamong themost difficult and dangerous
occupationsinthe United States. Loggerswork with
falingtrees, rollinglogs, heavy equipment, chain saws,
andin Utah they also dedl with
steep sopes, snow, rain, mud,
wind, and extremetemperatures.
Theseareafew good reasons
for loggersto carry apackage of
insurance policiesto protect
themselvesand the ownersof the
land they arelogging.

A General Commer cial
Liability policy withal ogging
and Lumbering Endor sement,
(known asL ogger’sBroad-
Form) isessential. Wherea
typical generd commercid ligbility policy excludes
coveragefor fire suppression expenses, property damage
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Although mechanical processors like this one
reduce the chances of injury to loggers, logging is
still a dangerous occupation.
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lossesresulting fromwil dfire, and accidental timber
trespass, thelogger’sbroad-form allowsthepolicy
holder to buy back that important coverage.
Additiondly, landowners
should belisted ontheir
logger’sgeneral commercid
lidbility insurancepolicy asan
“additional insured party.”
Thiscoststhelogger nothing
other than atelephonecall to
their insurance agent.

Wor kersCompensation
insurance protectsthelogger
incaseof an accident that
resultsininjury or death of the
logger or oneof their employees. In Utah, aperson that
isself employed (without employees) ishot required by
law to carry Worker’s Compensationinsurance, but in
theloggingindustry that isatremendousrisk to both the
operator and thelandowner. Thistype of policy canaso
protect alogger’sfamily fromfinancid hardshipinwhile
thelogger isrecovering fromajobrelated injury.



Comprehensiveautomobileliability insurancepolicies
provide coveragein caseof accidentsresulting in damageto
vehiclesor injury to driversand passengers.

Aircraft Liability insuranceisneeded when transporting
logsby helicopter.

Contractor’sequipment Floater iscoveragethatis
designed to protect loggersmorethan landowners. This
coverageinsuresthevaueof logging equipment from
damageresulting fromvanddism, lighting, hail, and certain
accidents.

Referencesto these policies should beincluded inthe
timber salecontract between thelandowner and the
logger (sample contractsareavailablethroughthe Divison
of Forestry, Fire, and State Lands.)

Finaly, landowners should requireinsur ancecer tificates
fromtheir logger’ sinsurance companiesthat authenticate
that thelogger’ sinsurance cannot be canceled during the
course of thelogging operation unlessa30-day-advance
noticeissent by certified mail tothelandowner.

Another matter worth considerationisthat loggerswill
often subcontract portionsof thejob to other operators,
such asthelog hauling, firewood removal, or road
grading. It should therefore be stated in your timber
salecontract that al subcontractorswill dso carry
appropriateinsurancepolicies.

Although theserisks can discourage alandowner from
considering atimber harvest, remember that doing

nothing alsoinvolvesrisk. Awell planned and
implemented harvest can be abengtitho e |andgwner
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minimizingyour risk level.
Educateyourself about the process

Haveacompletetimber sale contract

Landsforester for help.

A

Other Risk Management Tips

Therisksinvolvedinatimber harvestingincludeaccidentsresulting ininjury, death, equipment damage, property
damage, timber trespass, and therisk of improper or incomplete payment. Hereareafew moretipsfor

Hireaprofessional consulting forester tolook out for your best interests.

Contact the Utah Forest Landowner Education Program and your local Division of Forestry, Fire, and State

N
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A Logger’'sWildfire Nigntmare

Sawmill ownersand operators Fred and Brenda Stocks
found themsalves* caught inabind withinsurance
companies’ in 1994 over awildfireand aninsurance
policy exclusionthat they had noideaeven existed, said
Brenda Stocks, co-owner of Timber Productsinc.,inLa
Sal. Stocksexplained the horror of
“dxyears, amilliondollarsinlegal fees,
andthemost draining and agonizing
timesof our lives’ to get them out of
that bind.

Having beeninthelogging and sawmill
businessfor several decadesalready,
the Stocksknew theimportance of
proper insurance coverage, have
awayscarriedit themsalves, and
requiredit of all of thelogging
companiesthey hiredto harvest the
standing timber that they purchased for
thesawmill. Thisisacommonway for
sawmillsto do business: purchase
standing timber from landowners, and
then hire-out, or subcontract al or part
of theharvestingto aseparatelogging

company.

Thiswasthe arrangement the Stocks

company had with alogger and alandowner when thefire
got started and burned amost onethousand acresof their
customer’sproperty. The causeof thefireremains
unknown, yet over the ensuing monthsthey were shocked
tofind out that both their commercid liability insurance
policy, and that of their subcontractor, did not cover
property damage or suppression expensesrelated to
wildfire

“ Although previousyear’s policieshad protected usfrom
property damage duetofireinthewoods—it was
omitted and excluded two yearsprior to thefire, buriedin
thefineprint on page 52 of the 100-plus page policy”
said Stocks.

Fire suppression costs can
bankrupt alogger overnight.

Thissituation soon forced their logging subcontractor out
of business, and threatened to do the sameto Timber
Productsinc. Although they were ableto mitigate much of
thefinancid lossthat thelandowner had suffered by
harvesting the burned timber, settling for the suppression
costsrequired abattle betweenfive
different insurance companiesand lots
of deeplessnights.

Stocks said that sincethat time she has
encouraged severd loggersand
landownerstolook moreclosdly at
their policies, and severa havefound
they lacked the coveragethey believed
they had. Stocksalsorelated astory
about onelogger who had beenlogging
for LouisanaPacific(LP) for the past
11 years, without the coveragethat he
thought he had, and that L Prequired,
for dl of thoseyears.

“Just having agenerd liability insurance
isnot enough, asthese policiesdo not
typically cover an operator against the
damagesand suppression costs
associated withwildfire. ..oneof the
primerisksthat loggersface’ said
Stocks. Stocksurges*®both loggersand landownersto
examineyour policy closaly, and you may find that the
coveragethat you thought you had just may not bethere.”
Shealso encourageslandownersto requirethiscoverage
to beclearly identified asarequirement in the contract that
they havewithloggersoperating on their property.”

What alogger typically needsto cover themselvesfromthe
risk of accidental fireisacommercia generd ligbility
insurance policy withalogging and lumbering operations
endorsement, known asLogger’s Broad Form (see
accompanyingarticle)



Logger Profile: Jeff Fabrizio

Besidethe DuchesneRiver, in Hanna, Utah, Jeff Fabrizio
speakswith prideabout hisfamily heritage. Fabrizioisa
third generation Utah logger and sawmill owner. His
father and grandfather before him owned the samemiill
that Fabrizio ownsand operatestoday, but while Fabrizio
wasjust ayoung
boy growingupin
Hannahelost his
fatherinalogging
accident. Conse-
quently thefamily
hadto sell the
sawmill, whichwas
moved to another
gte.

After high school,
Fabrizio becamea
miner, and hiswork
“underground” drew

Using smdller logsand adding morevauetothe materid
that ishauled into themill-yard aretwo of themore
significant trendsin today’ swood productsindustry.
Fabrizio seemsto be ahead of the curvewhen he says
withawidegrin“We saveeverything but thesmell.”
Frommanufacturing
12-inch wedgesfor
mining supports, to
milling rough-cut
lumber for useinlog
homes, tosdlingthe
sawdust for animal
bedding, Fabrizio
soecidizesin
efficiency. Heenjoys
pointing out that
when hecutsatree
inthewoods,
“everything gets
used, downtoalog

himaway from \ thatisjust 6 feet-
Hannaand out of e long, and hasa

Utah for morethan Family Operation: Shelly Fabrizio tendsthe books and phone callswhile minimum diameter of
10years. Wanting Jeff haulslogs and operates their mill in Hanna. 4inches.” Compare
to providetheir thistotheregiona

children with the same benefitsthat they enjoyed growing
upinHanna, heand hiswife, Shelly, resolvedto builda
lifefor themsdvesinthisagricultura community setina
beautiful valey on the southwest edge of the Uinta
Mountains. They returned to Hanna, repurchased the
sawmill equipment that hisgrandfather and father had
owned, moved it back toitsoriginal location, and
resumed operations.

Although afew partsof theoriginal equipment remain,
most of it has been replaced and upgraded over the
years. Severa other piecesof equipment have also been
added to their manufacturing capabilities, equipment that
allows Fabrizio and hisempl oyeesto make products out
of the smallest pieces of wood, squeezing cash out of
wood that many sawmillsconsider waste.

standard minimum sawlog sizerequirement of 16.5feet
length, and 5.5inchesdiameter.

Fabrizio saysthat hisemphasison better utilization at the
mill dlowshim to do abetter job inthewoods, which
trand atesto economic and aesthetic benefitsfor the
landowner. Under normal utilization standards, a20inch
diameter |og that does not meet the 16.5 foot length
requirement, will probably beleftinadash pile, and the
landowner receivesno compensationfor it. When (and
if) adash pilegetsburned, larger pieces of wood often
burnincompletdly, leaving thelandowner withan unsightly
messinstead of additional revenue. Thisisacommon
problem for landowners, especially in Utah, wherethe
long distance to sawmillsmakesit uneconomical to haul
shortlogs.



Fabrizio'slogging crew cons stsof himself andtwo
employees, operating two rubber-tired grapple skidders
(for efficiently skidding logsfrom ssumptolanding), a
dozer witha6-way blade (for road building and skidding
logs on steegper ground), alog loader and alog-hauling
truck. Thisisatypica complement of equipment for a
professond logging
operationworking
onprivateforest
land, partly because
their level of
productionis
appropriatefor
promoting landowner
comfort. Depending
onlandowner’s
objectives, alogging
crew that movestoo
dow can create
problemsdueto
long-termdisruption
of theland, suchas
inhibitingwildiife,
grazing, or
recreation. Onthe
other hand, alogging
crew that movestoo
fast can movethrough ajob and moveto another site
beforethelandownersknow what hit them, leaving little
opportunity for thesmall adjustmentsthat are so oftena
key tolandowner satisfaction.

Fabrizio a so operates hisown road-grader, which can
beasignificant benefit to thelandowner. Road

mai ntenanceissuesare acommon source of contention
between neighboring landownersthat share access
roads. Thoughitiscommontoinvolveseverd different
contractors, subcontractors, and sawmillsto completea
timber harvest, Fabrizio’sisasoup-to-nutsoperation.

Utilization: Thissix foot log would end up in the slash pile on most
logging jobs.

Fabrizio seemsto enjoy thisholistic approach tologging.
Hesays“| just hateto seewaste and destructioninthe
woods. Every logger should bean environmentalist when
it comesto doing agood job inthewoods.”

Hismain recommendation to landownerswho are
consderinghiringa
logger isthat they
“check their track
record” by talkingto
former clients. “There
aretoo many
unscrupulousloggers
that promisethe
worldto alandowner,
only todeliver short
of their promises,” he
says. He sees poor
quality loggingleading
toalack of public
confidenceinlogging
andinloggers. Itaso
hasledtoavirtua
shutdowninfederd
timber sdles,anda
corresponding decline
inprivatelandowners
willing to taketherisksinherent in atimber harvest. 1 think
that it will require sometype of catastrophic changefor
thingstoturnaround,” Fabrizio concluded.

By Darren McAvoy



Cedar Mountain Aspen Tour

On Saturday August 25, Utah State University Extension
hosted afield tour of aspen siteseast of Cedar City aspart
of anongoing effort to exchangeinformation regarding
aspen decline on Cedar Mountain. A group of 21 ranch
ownersand resource professiona s spent theday visiting
with each other asthey traveled to several aspen sitesthat
represent thefull range of forest and range conditionson
Cedar Mountain.

Iron County Extenson Agent Chad Reid and Division of
Forestry, Fire& State Lands
AreaForester Clint Reese
werethetour organizers.
SUU Rangeland Resource
Professor Dr. Jm Bowns,
among thefirst peopleto
notice the aspen declineon

watched theforest that shaded their trailer-sitefade
away over the past ten years, and now itiscompletely
dead. Surrounded by dead trees, the shade and bird
lifethat once graced the areaare goneand asaresult
family membersarelessinclinedtovisit that specia
place.

Throughout Utah and theintermountain West, aspen
aretypically being overgrown by more shadetol erant
fir species. Thisnormal forest process, known as
succession, hasbeen
accelerated duetofire
suppression. Aspen
standsrequire
disturbancesuch asfire
for new treesto grow.
Frenot only stimulates

Cedar Mountain aspen sprouting, but it
approximately 10 yearsago, dsokillsyoungfir
ledthediscussions. The trees. Sincefireshave
program wasfunded by the been effectively
Utah Forest Landowner suppressed over the
Education Programwith past 90 yearsfirshave
specia fundsobtained with taken over areas
thehelp of Senator Bob Participation: Everybody had something to offer at the recent where as_p_en stands
Bennett. aspen tgur on CedaryM ogntai n. ° ha‘/e_traj't' Onai_ ly
flourished. This
Alargepart of thetour’s process can be
success can beattributed to witnessedin Utah

theranchersthat participated intheday’sdiscussions.
Between them they had hundreds of years of experience
managing many thousands of acreson Cedar Mountain, and
they shared theirinsightsfreely. Dr. Bownsset thetoneas
informal and madeit clear fromthe onset that the
experiencesand opinionsof thelandownersinthegroup
with regard to aspen management on Cedar Mountain
carried at least asmuch value asthose of theresource
managersand scientistsinthegroup.

Many landownersinthisareahave been directly affected by
thelossof their aspen stands. TheLister family has

forestsfrom Cache County to \Washington County.

Theaspen declineon Cedar Mountainisadifferent
Situation asmany standstherearedying out where
thereisnot afir treeinsight. Thesestandsaresmply
dying out and no treesare coming back. Thisunique
Situation gppearsnot to be asimple matter of fire
suppression and succession, asin most of therest of
Utah.

Theranchersarethefirst totell you that the problem
could berelated to overgrazing. Althoughthey arein



the businessof
growing grassfor
their sheepand
cattle, and not inthe
businessof growing
aspentrees, they are
also awareof the
fragileecology of the
area. They know

Classified

Doyou haveforest resources
youwant tosell?Arethere
specifictimber resourcesyou
want to buy? Do you offer
servicesuseful toforest land-
owners? Thisistheplaceto
advertiseyour needs! Advertise-
mentisfree. If youwouldliketo
placean ad, call Darren McAvoy

that ecological at 435-797-0560 or e-mail
consderationsare darrenm@cnr.usu.edu.

very importantinthe

longrun, and they

certainly seemtobe Dead aspen stands as shown near the top of this photo Jeff Fabrizio Loggingand
initfor thelong run. are aconcern to landowners near Cedar City. Sawmill ispaying $25/tonfor
Most of themrun Douglas-fir and whitefir, and
sheep and cattleon $5/ton for aspen. Call 435-
thesameacresthat 848-5686.

their parentsdid. However, they tend to run about one-
half to one-third the number of animal sthat their parents
did, asthey have become acutely aware of the health of

their rangeand theimpactsof overgrazing.

Atthegentleurging of Bowns, Reid, and Reese, they
have a so become aware that aspen offer one of the most
diverseenvironmentsin our landscape. Theseranchers
arethefirst totell you that you can ruin ayoung aspen
stand by turning too many sheep out onit too early, or for
toolong. But thereissomeevidenceto show that the
aspen arenot declining smply dueto grazing.

These problemsare being studied, but thereareno clear
and smple answersto how to turn the declinearound.
Forest ecology teaches usthat speciesdeclinelikethisare
often caused by ahost of factors, and are often symptoms
of larger problems. The Cedar M ountain aspen decline
may be caused by grazing, fire suppression, changing
climate, insects, diseases, or some other factor not yet
understood. Most likely, however, several of these agents
of changeareworking together tokill thesetreesthat are
highly valued for their beauty and diversity.

TheNelson Paint Company, foundedin 1940 by
Charlesand Evan Nelson, hasbeen afamily operated
businessfor over 60 years. Wetakegreat pridein
manufacturing premium forestry productsand beinga
leader intheforestry industry. For moreinformation
please call (800) 869-2629.

This classified section is a service for forest landowners.
Listing of these services, companies, and individuals in no
way implies endorsement by USU Extension. We suggest
that you use the same precautions you would use in the
purchase or sale of any goods and services, including
asking for and checking references and using a written
agreement to clarify the obligations and responsibilities
involved in a sale or service contract.
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4 For More Information: A

Regarding any of theinformation presented inthisnews-
|etter, please call Darren McAvoy at Utah State Univer-
sity, 435-797-0560, writeto thereturn addresson this
newd etter, or email darrenm@cnr.usu.edu.

State of Utah Division of Forestry, Fire& State Lands
(DFF& SL) serviceforestersfor your areacan be con-
tacted by calling 801-538-5555.

- J

| deas and written contributionsto
thisnewd etter are encouraged. Send your com-
mentsto the return address aboveor call
435-797-0560, or Email
darrenm@cnr.usu.edul.

COMINGEVENTS:

U Thefal meeting of the Utah Forest Steward-
ship Coordinating Committeewill beheldin
Escalante on October 2 and 3, 2001. Call Ron
Gropp for details801-538-5457.

0 Cedar Mountain Aspen Field Tour series
continuesthisfal and winter with events, locations,
and dates to be announced. For information call
Chad Reid, USU Extension Agent, Iron

County, (435) 586-8132.

O ALogger EducationtoAdvance Professional-
ism (LEAP) workshop istenatively planned for this
winter. Contact USU Forestry Extension, Darren
McAvoy (435-797-0560) or Mike Kuhns (435-
797-4056) for detailsor input.
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