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Utah Forest PracticesAct Signed into Law

After passing through the House and Senate, The Utah
Forest PracticesAct (FPA) wassigned into law by Utah
Governor Mike L eavittinaceremonia signingonApril 18
at thestate capitol. Thefirst of itskind, theact provides
the Division of Forestry, Fireand Sate Lands (DFF& SL) a
meansfor tracking forestry activity in Utah.

Theact requiresoperators

ring 2001

legd description of the
property, and adescription
of theforest practice.

To promote awarenessand
understanding of these new

to 1) register withthe requirementsthe Utah
DFF&SL, andto 2) notify “Thisact requirestheregistration of operatorsand Forest News (UFN)
theDFF& SL 30days notification by operator sof intent to conduct for est interviewed Ron
prior tostarting aforesiry practices.” —Utah Forest Practices Act Gropp (RG),
practice. Operatorsare Stewardship
loggersand othersthat Coordinator with the
work inthewoods. DFF&SL.

Practicesinclude harvesting trees, building roadsto harvest
trees, preparing sitesfor regeneration, planting trees, and
managing logging dash. Practicesnot requiring notification
includenoncommercia persond useby landowners,
Christmastree harvests, and harvestssmaller than 10 acres.

Toregister, an operator must submit the name of the
company, the statein which the company isincorporated,
and the name, address and tel ephone number of acompany
officer and an on-the-ground company supervisor. Theact
calsfor the devel opment of minimum standardsfor
operators, which will beoutlined in upcoming meetingswith
industry representetives.

To notify, an operator must submit the name and address of
the operator, the name and address of the landowner, a

UFN: What istheintent of thislegidation?
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Forest PracticesAct I nterview

RG: Theintent of the FPA isto providetheDivisonwitha
mechanismto gather information onwhoisconducting
timber operationsin Utah, and wherethose operationsare
occurring. Our biggest frustration hasbeen not knowing
whoisoperatingin Utah, where operationsare occurring,
and theamount of timber being removed. Theinformation
that we collect will alow ustoidentify harvesting trendsin
Utah. Itwill dsoalow usto provide private landowners,
who are contempl ating atimbersale, alist of operatorsthat
meet minimum requirementsinthestate. Another important
part of the FPA isthedirection to makelandownersand
loggersaware of Utah'sForest Water Quality Guidelines.

UFN: Theact indicatesthat the Divison may establishthe
minimum requirementsfor registration of operatorsthat you
mentioned, what will those minimum requirementsbe?

RG: Atthispoint, wecannot say. Theprocessoutlinedit
the FPA involves assembling acommittee of industry
representatives, and based on our discussions, puttingin
placerulesfor enforcement, pendties, requirements, and so
forth. Industry involvementisvital, aswe hopethat thiswill
becomean industry sdlf-policing mechanism.

UFN: Theact makesreferenceto thevoluntary Forest
Water Quality Guideines (FWQGS), doesthismakethem
mandatory?

RG: No, itdoesnot. Implementation of the FWQGsisstill
voluntary and theresponsibility of thelandowner. The FPA
directsusto implement the FWQGsthrough technical
assistance and education. We' re hopeful that our voluntary
approachwill reducethelikelihood of federa regulations.

UFN: How doesthisact effect private landownersand
private property rightsin Utah?

RG: TheForest PracticesAct placesno conditionsupon
landowners. Therequirementshave been placed onthe
shouldersof the operators.

UFN: Doesthisact givethe DFF& SL forestersaccess
to privateland?

RG: No, theDivisonmust still ask for permissionfor
accessonto privateland, just likeit alwayshas.

UFN: How and when do operators need to register
and notify?

RG: Althoughtheact became effectiveon May 1, we
really don’t have proceduresin placeto begin collecting
thisinformation. Thosedetailsmust beworked out with
industry representativesin upcoming meetings.

UFN: Theact alsodirectsthe DFF& SL to provide
technica assistanceto landownersregarding forestry
practices, isthissomething new?

RG: Notreally. Theorigina code, writtenin 1953,
directsthe Division to protect non-federal forestsand
watershedsusing conservation principles. Itaso
directsusto encouraged private landownersto
preserve, protect and managetheir forestsand other
lands. TheFPA smply strengthenstheDivison's
positionwith providing technica assstanceto private
landowners.

If you have questionsor would likeacopy of thehill

contact Ron Gropp (801) 538-5457 or by email at
nrdf.rgropp@state.ut.us.
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Forest Insect and DiseaseActivity in thelntermountain West

| nsectsand Diseasesin the I ntermountai n \West

Insectsand diseasesare aways present and killing trees
intheforest, but when land ownersloose significant
numbersof treesontheir property,
thesenatural agentsof disturbance
become causefor alarm. This
report providesan overview of
insect and disease activity inour
region.

Bark beetleshave beenand
continueto bethemost notable
cause of widespread treemortality
inthe Intermountain Region (Utah,
Wyoming, Nevada, southern
Idaho) for the past several
decades. 1n 2000, spruce beetle
popul ationswererespons blefor moretree mortaity than
any other insect. Thelargest spruce beetleinfestations
areonthe Manti-LaSd and the Dixie National Forestsin
Utah. Increasing levelsof spruce beetle caused tree
mortality can be observed in the Fishlake National Forest
incentral Utah. The spruce beetleispresent wherever
gprucearecommoninUtah. A significantincreasein
spruce beetle activity was noted on the Bredger-Teton
National Forestinwestern Wyoming.

Mountain pine beetle caused tree mortality hasincreased
withinthelntermountain Region from 11,000 affected
treesin 1998 to 43,000 treesin 2000. Thelargest
outbreaks have been recorded on the Sawtooth National
Recreation Areaand the Salmon-ChallisNationa Forest
inldaho. Although mountain pinebeetle causedtree
mortality waslower in 2000 from 19999 levelsinthe
ponderosapinetype of southern Utah, lodgepole pone
treemortdity hasincreased asaresult of mountain pine
beetl e attacksin northern Utah and western \WWyoming.

I ncreas ng mountain pine beetle activity in southern Idaho,

mountain pine beetle

combined with ablister rust and other factorshas
increased thelossof whitebark pine, ahigh elevationtree
speciesthat isimportant to grizzly bearsand other wildlife

Species.

Douglas-ir beetleactivity in 2000 was
smilar toactivity in1999in Utah,
southern Idaho, and Wyoming. Fir
engraver beetleactivity washeavy on
the Ely Ranger districtin Nevadawith
endemic populationsrecorded in Utah
and southern Idaho.

Defoliation caused by the Douglas-fir
tussock moth (in Utah, Nevada, and
|daho) and the western spruce
budworm (in Utah and Idaho)
increased in 2000 compared to 1999
levels

The European gypsy moth continuesto beaconcernin
Utah. Intensiveagrid treatmentsof existing populations
with Bacillusthuringiensisabiological control agent,
from 198910 1993 and againin 1998 and 1999 have
effectively suppressed thisnon-nativedefoliator.

Native diseasesare present throughout | ntermountain
forestsand continueto be active. Dwarf mistletoes
(paraditic plants) arefound in most pineand Douglas-fir
forests, with 46% of |odgepol e pineforestssurveyed
showing someinfection. Rood diseasesarepresentin
many stands, acting asweak pathogens or saprophytes
causinglittledirect mortality inmost locations. Rust
diseasesarea so present inmany sitescausing tree
mortality insomelocations. Black stainroot disease
affectspinion causing periodic mortality in Utah, southern
Idaho, and Nevada.

Submitted by Seve Munson, USDA Forest Service
Entomologist, Ogden, Utah.

A more detailed report is available on the web at:
www.fs.fed.us/r4/health.



Temporary Stream Crossing Options:
Minimize the Impact and Cost of Harvest

Temporary Stream Crossing Options
Minimizethelmpact and Cost of Harvest

Timber harvesting and hauling equipment can damage
water quaity by stirring sedimentsand harmingfishand
other aguatic organismswhen crossing streams.
However, operators can use specia stream crossing
optionsto minimizetheimpact. Many of these options
aretemporary and can bereused at another crossing.

Survey theareaand planthe harvest to minimizethe
number of stream crossings. Then determinewhich
stream crossing option to usefor each crossing.
Generdly, avoid crossing streamswhen fish are spawning,
incubating eggsor migrating. Some statesrequire permits
for crossing both permanent and intermittent streams.
Check with the appropriateregulatory of natural resource
agencies.

Many stream crossing optionswork best with aproper
foundation. Logs, raillroadtiesor similar abutmentshelp
level thestructure. They aso minimize steam bank
disturbance and makeremoval easier. PV C or HDPE
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Geotextile ford

pipe bundle crossing and somefordswork best witha
porousfabric mat called geoteztileunder them....
Geotextilessupport the option and separateit fromthe
soil, makingremova easier.

Choosefrom among thefollowing temporary steam
crossing options:

Ford—A crossing inwhich vehiclesdrivedirectly through
astream. Usefordsonly when crossing infrequently of
for short periods. Clean rock ontop of the Geotextiles
can strengthen theford and the approachesleading up to
it.

Culvert —A pipeor other round or oblong object that
divertswater under thecrossing. Culvertswork well in

streamswhich will-defined, deep channels. Operators
caningtal and removethem quickly. Culvertsarevery
portable.

|ce Bridge— Packed snow that isiced over with water. It
isuseful on streamswith low water flow. Operatorsmay
need to pack and icethe structurefor several daysto
build astrong structure.

Timber bridge—Built fromlogs, railroad ties, demolition
materia sor lumber. To build, cablethe materia stogether



and nail over themwithlumber. Thisgivesthestructure
stability and strength and alowsit to control sediment
from passing vehicles. A solid-sawn stringer issmilar
incongtruction. A panel bridgeisbuilt using stress-
laminated, glued-laminated, dowe-laminated or nail-
lamintated materids. Firmly anchor timber bridgesat one
end—it should be ableto swing away during flooding.
Install curbsor guardrailsat bridgesdesigned for truck

Log stringer bridge
trafficto help thedriver position thevehiclessafely. Most
timber bridgesaretemporary and reusable.

Railroad cars, truck flatbeds, steel bridgesand pre-
stressed concrete panels—Commercia optionsthat are
often used to span wider streams. Operatorsgeneraly
canreusethemagain.

PV C or HDPE pipe bundle crossing—Consists of pipes
cabled together with galvani zed steel toformmats. Place
the mats on top of geotextile. Usewood mats, wood
panelsor palletsor other materialson top of the pipe
bundlestoincreasetraction. Securely anchor pipe
bundles so they don’t move downstream.

Tomaintain, keep culvertsand pipe bundlesclear of
debris. Re-icebridgesasneeded. Check bridgesand
pipe bundl e strengthen and wear during and between
uses.

By CharlesR. Blinn

Reprinted with permission of the American Forest
Foundation from Tree Farmer: The Practical Guide
to Sustainable Forestry, March/April 2001.

The graphicsfor thisarticle are copyrighted and
reprinted with permission of the University of
Minnesota Extension, fromits two publication series,
“Managing Water Series” and “ Crossing Options
Series.” The 13 “ Managing Water fact sheets (FS
6970 through FS-7016) are available from the
University of Minnesota Extension Service
Distribution Center. Each fact sheet sellsfor $.75:
tax and shipping are additional. Call (800) 876-8636
for and order form.

CharlesR. Blinn isan Extension Specialist for the
University of Minnesota extension Service and a
professor in the College of natural Resources ajdge

/ Oak VVoted National Tree

&
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TheNational Arbor Day Foundation recently hosted anationwide voteto elect anational treeontheir Web site
arborday.org. Peoplewereinvited to votefor one of 21 candidate trees, based on broad tree categoriesthat
included the statetrees of all 50 states and the District of Columbia, or towritein any other tree selection. The
redwood, maple, pine, and dogwood rounded out the top five choices.
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Roundwood Kiosksfor 2002 Salt Lake City Winter Olympics

A congtant chalengeinforest managementistofind
economicincentivesfor removing small-diameter and low-
vauetimber inforest stands. Not only would those
incentivesreducethe necessity of
high-grade harvests, but the
thinning would also decreaserisk
of wildfireandincreaseforest
diversity. Without economic

Contact for sponsorship and partners. Susan LeVan-
Green, USDA Forest Service, Forest Products
Laboratory, Madison, WI: (608) 231-9518,

devan@fs.fed.us

Contact for building construction:
Mark Knaebe, USDA Forest
Service, Forest Products

incentives, however, forest
restoration projectsareterribly
cogly.

The USDA Forest Service's
Forest Products L aboratory
(FPL) out of Madison, Wisconsin
has perhapsdiscovered aviable
and efficient economic use of small-diameter timber for
congtruction. Thelab has conceptualized roundwood
structuresbuilt of low-gradetimber.

Cutting small-diameter timber into boardsisnot cost
efficient and thewood |oosesits strength because the weak
juvenilecoreisexposed. FPL'sideaistokeepitinthe
round form for construction purposes. Using thismethod,
thewood retainsits strength, and processing costsare
minimized.

Currently, FPL isworking with nationa forestsand rura
communitiesto build six structuresto demonstratethe uses
of roundwood in componentslikel-beamsand trusses.
Thesedemondtration structureswill beinformational kiosks
at the 2002 Winter Olympicsin Salt Lake City. Each

kiosk will be enclosed and heated, and will highlight
community stewardship effortsusing descriptiveexhibits.

Thematerial and pre-fabrication of the componentsto
build each kiosk will comefrom Montana, Oregon,
California, Arizona, New Mexico, and an Eastern state.

Laboratory, Madison, WI: (608)
231-9422, mknaebe@fs.fed.us

Contact for publicity: Jean

Livingston, USDA Forest

Service, Forest Products
Laboratory, Madison, WI: (608)
231-9242, jlivingston@fs.fed.us
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Utah Forest Landowner Education Program
WinsAwar ds

The Utah Forest Newswasawarded aSilver
Metd intheannua Educational Materids
Awards, anationa competition hosted by the
Association of Natural Resource Extension
Professonals(ANREP). Over 40 nominationsin
11 categorieswere nominated for these awards.

Inthevideo category, aSilver Metal was
awardedto TheMissing Fires, aprescribedfire
video USU Extension has hel ped to produce and
distribute. TheMissing Firesvideowasaso
honored with an Outstanding Achievement award
inthe Spirit of the Land competition, hosted by the
Sdt Lake Organizing Committee, anational
competition for conservation education programs.




Certified Aspen Used for Flooring

A Forest Stewardship Council Certified forest
management company inWisconsn called Timbergreen,
that “workswith other forest ownersto grow largehigh
quality croptrees’ recently installed 1500 squarefeet of
character grade aspenflooringinaloghomeonanidand
innortheast Wisconsin.

Jm Birkemeier, owner of Timbergreen Forestry,
exclaimed that the richness, depth, colors, and character
of thewood wereexceptiona. Birkemeier went onto
point out that “ Aspenisnot ashard asoak, but itis30%
more densethanwhite pine, anditisalot prettier. Also,
at $7/ft - ingtalled, itisabout 100 timestheorigina
valueof thetrees. Thishasbeen very rewardingto see
our woodinit'sfina use.” Hea so saidthat they had
recently installed other rustic gradefloors, using species
such aspaper birch, red maple, red elm, gray elm, walnut,
hard maple, whiteoak, and red oak. Birkemeier highly
recommendsthisexperiencetoforest owners, partly
becauseit providesagreat incentiveto managetheir
timber.

Eric Broderson, the owner of thelog home, wasvery
pleased “1 believethat thefloor added valueto the home
thatisdoublewhat | paidfor it. | think thewoodisvery
attractive and isthe perfect choicefor our home,” stated
Broderson.

Thewood camefrom Birkemeier’ sfamily farmin
Wisconsin, whichiscertified through the Smartwood
Program of the Rainforest Alliance, whichisoneof
severd sustainableforestry certification programs
available. Thismay bethefirst ever certified aspen
flooring.

Giventhat approximately 60 percent of Utah’sprivate
forest land isaspen, and theavail ability of portable
sawmill contractorsin the state, thismay bean option for
some Utah forest landowners.

Classifieds

Do you have forest resources you want to sell? Are
there specific timber resources you want to buy?
Do you offer services useful to forest |landowners?
Thisisthe place to advertise your needs! Adver-
tisement isfree. If you would like to place an ad,
call Darren McAvoy at 435-797-0560 or e-mail
darrenm@cnr.usu.edu.

Classified

The Nelson Paint Company, founded in 1940 by Charlesand
Evan Nelson, has been afamily operated business for over
60 years. Wetake great pride in manufacturing premium
forestry products and being aleader in the forestry

industry. For moreinformation please call (800) 869-2629

This classified section is a service for forest landowners.
Listing of these services, companies and individuals here
in no way implies endorse-
ment by USU Extension. We
suggest that you use the
same precautions you
would use in the
purchase or sale of

any goods and
services, including
asking for and
checking refer-
ences and using
a written
agreement to
clarify the
obligations and
responsibilities
involved in a
sale or service
contract.




Non-Profit Org.

UNIVERSITY U.E.Postagfaiaid
ogan,
EXTENSION Permit No. 1

Private Forest Landowner Education Program
College of Natural Resources
5215 Old Main Hill

Logan, UT 84322-5215

4 For MoreInformation: ) - N
Regarding any of theinformation presented inthis UPCOMING EVENTS.
newsletter, please call Darren McAvoy at Utah State ' _

University, 435-797-0560, or write to the return O TheCircle of Stewards, ameeting of
address on this newsl etter. woodland ownersin Randle WA,
hosted by the National Woodland
State of Utah Division of Forestry, Fire and State Owners Association, June 21-24, 2001,
Lands (FF& SL) service forestersfor your area can be call (703) 255-2700.
contacted by calling 801-538-5555. . . o
\_ ) O Cedar Mountain Aspen Field Tour, visit

aspen harvest sitesin the Cedar

City areathis summer, at adate to be
announced. For information call Chad
Reid, USU Extension Agent, Iron
County, (435) 586-8132.

| deas and written contributionsto
this newsl etter are encouraged. Send your

comments to the return address above or call

435-797-0560.




