Biocontrol for invasive species




Invasive species

* |nvasive species are
organisms that don’t
belong.

They might seem nice at
first...

...but they can do a lot of
damage!




What is an invasive species?

* An invasive species
is something that:

— Is not native to the
area

— Is likely to cause
economic,
environmental, or
human harm.

Invader Zim clip




Why are invasive species so bad?

* |nvasive species are
expensive to control.

— United States spends
over 120 billion dollars
per year trying to control
Invasive species.

— |t is estimated that
worldwide cost of
Invasive species
management is equal to
5% of the global
economy.




Why are invasive species so bad?

* |nvasive species
decrease the
biodiversity of an
area.

* Biodiversity is a good
thing!




Why are invasive species so bad?

Invasive species might
harm people
— Socrates and Hemlock

— Abraham Lincoln’s
mother and the
poisoned milk.




Why are invasive species so bad?
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* |nvasive species might
harm animals

— Invasive species are the
second leading cause of
species extinction.
(First leading cause is
habitat destruction.)



Why are invasive species so bad?
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* |nvasive plant
species harm
native plant
species.



Why are invasive species so hard to
kill?

* |nvasive species are not
invasive in the areas
where they are native
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Why are invasive species so hard to
kill?

e |tall comes
back to the
“evolutionary
arms race.”



Why are invasive species so hard to
kill?

* When invasive species
come to a new habitat,
they come without all
the organisms that are
specially adapted to eat
them.

Would superman be
a “Super Man” if he
still lived on Kryton?




Why are invasive species so hard to
kill?

 Most native plants have
30-50 different types of
organisms that eat them.
Many of those organisms
are specially adapted to
ONLY eat that plant.

* Aninvasive species might
have 5-10 organisms that
eat it, and none of those
ONLY eat it. ‘ —
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