America the Bountiful
Social Studies

Materials

@ Overhead projector

@ Two-3’ x 5’ pieces of paper

& Atlas

@ Copies of “Top Five State Commodities” handout
@ Copies of “Where in the United States” worksheet

Background

This lesson is designed to familiarize students with the importance
of American agriculture. Our geography, soils, and climate along
with our political system have made American farmers the most
productive in the world. Agriculture is what takes place on the land.
As your students study the states and our nation they should become
aware of and explore what makes each state and region different and
how that diversity played out on the land effects the states and our
nation’s economy and environment.

Activity Procedures

Using an overhead or opaque projector, trace two copies of
the U.S. Regional Map onto the butcher paper. Save one map as a
template. Cut the other map into 10 regions: Northeast, Appalachia,
Southeast, Lake States, Corn Belt, Delta States, Northern Plains,
Southern Plains, Mountain, and Pacific, following along the heavy
lines inside and outside the map.

Day 1

1. Divide the class into ten groups. (You may want more students in
the region with more states.) Assign one group of students to each
region and provide them with the cutout of their assigned region.
Ask them to write the name of their region on the back.

2. Ask students to label each state and state capital in their region.
You may also want them to label other important mountains, or
bodies of water.

3. Ask students: What is a commodity? (A quantity of goods to be
bartered, traded or sold. In reference to agricultural commodities
these are generally bulk grains, produce, meats, etc., that cannot
be differentiated as to producer or manufacturer of origin.)

4. Distribute the Top Five State Commodities handout. Ask students
to highlight or underline the states in their region. (Note: GrH
stands for greenhouse)

5. Together each group of students should create a legend and place
the symbols in each state for the states Top Five commodities.

Day 2
1. Ask students to create a graph of their region’s top five
commodities.

2. One at a time, ask each group to name and attach their
regions onto the other large (template) map and present the
information they have gathered such as names of states, capitals,
commodities, and other information you may have assigned.
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COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

Time: Day 1—60 minutes; Day 2—60
minutes; Additional activities—30 minutes
each

Grade Level: 5

Standard 1-Students will understand how
the exploration and colonization of North
America transformed human history.
Objective 1-Describe and explain the
growth and development of the early
American colonies.

Indicator e-Compare the geographic and
cultural differences between New England,
Middle and Southern colonies (e.g.
economic, political).

Objective 2-Assess the global impact of
cultural and economic diffusion as a result
of colonization.

Indicator a~Describe the cultural and
economic impacts that occurred as a result
of trade between North American and other
markets (e.g. arts, language, ideas, the
beginning and expansion of the slave trade,
new agricultural markets).

Standard 4-Students will understand that
the 19th century was a time of incredible
change for the United States, including
geographic expansion, constitutional crisis,
and economic growth.

Objective 2-Assess the geographic, cultural,
political and economic divisions between
regions that contributed to the civil war.
Indicator a-Describe the impact of physical
geography on the cultures of the northern
and southern regions (e.g. industrial
resources, agriculture, climate)

Grade Level: 4

Standard 2-Students will understand how
Utah'’s history has been shaped by many
diverse people, events, and ideas.
Objective 3-Investigate the development of
the economy in Utah

Indicator a—Explain the relationship
between supply and demand

Indicator b-Describe the role of producers
and consumers.

More standards can be found on the next page.
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3. Explain to students that agriculture exists because we as humans
have needs and our basic needs are met by agriculture. Ask
students to help you create a list of needs and a list of wants.
What is the difference? All students should become aware of the
fact that we all need farmers. Someone has to produce the raw
ingredients. Mention that:

* The U.S. is one of the most productive agricultural countries
in the world—something we can all take pride in.

* America’s farmers and ranchers produce 16% of the world’s
food on just 7% of the world’s land. A total of 932 million
acres in the U.S. are devoted to farming—either as cropland,
timberland, or for fish farming.

* Agriculture generates the most jobs in the U.S. One in
five jobs is related to agriculture, providing jobs for 22
million people.

* Agriculture is more than farmers—it includes farm managers,
plant and animal researchers, food scientists, commodity
brokers, ag journalists, nutritionists, farm economists, ag
teachers, crop consultants, bankers, salespeople, marketing
experts, and many other occupations.

Additional Activities

Write directions using an atlas about how you would move one
commodity from one capital to another (via interstate).

Compute the commodity cash receipts from the top five states,
the bottom five states, and states within a certain region.

Indicator c-Identify examples of the
producers and consumers in the local
community.

Indicator e-Identify the factors which bring
about economic changes (e.g. natural
resource development, new technologies,
new market development, globalization,
global conflicts, education).

Math Standards

Grade Level: 5

Standard 5-Students will construct, analyze,
and construct reasonable conclusions
from data and apply basic concepts of
probability.

Objective 1-Formulate and answer
questions using statistical methods to
compare data, and propose and justify
inferences based on data.

Indicator a~Construct, analyze and display
data using an appropriate format (e.g. line
plots, bar graphs, line graphs).

Grade Level: 4

Standard 3-Students will understand
attributes and properties of plane geometric
objects and spatial relationships.

Objective 2-Specify locations using grids
and maps

Standard 5-Students will interpret and
organize collected data to make predictions,
answer questions and describe basic
concepts of probability.

Objective 1 — Collect, organize, and display
data to answer questions.

Indicator a — Identify a question that can be
answered by collecting data.

Indicator b — Collect, read, and interpret
data from tables, graphs, charts, surveys
and observations.

Utah Agriculture in the Classroom
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