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What to do When Forage is Scarce

ÅWhat are my feeding options

ÅHow can I most economically make it through  

the feeding period

ÅOther considerations



Nutrient Basics



Energy Requirements of Beef Cows

ÅMust have an understanding of cow requirements and 

nutrient specifications of your feeds.



What is Energy and Why Should We Care as Beef 

Producers?

-Nutrient required in the greatest amount

-A deficiency results in slow or stunted 

growth, lowered production.

-May not be outwardly manifest for some 

time - changes are subtle.

-Often takes a back seat to protein



Measures of 

Energy Status: 

Condition Score 

in Beef Cows


