
June   July   August

USU Extension Utah County

NEWSLETTER

Utah State University is an affirmative action/equal opportunity Institution

2022



- By Meredith Seaver - 

   USU Extension Utah County Horticulture Assistant

Utah State University is an affirmative action/equal opportunity Institution

Tips for Conserving Water in Your Vegetable Garden

Keep	a	good	level	of	organic	matter	in	your	soil.	This	gives	your	plants	the	moisture	they	need
while	making	it	easier	for	air	to	move	into	the	soil,	bringing	roots	the	oxygen	they	need.	

Cover	the	soil	with	mulch	to	reduce	evaporation.	Black	plastic	can	help	conserve	moisture	and
reduce	 weeds,	 but	 an	 organic	 mulch	 can	 do	 all	 that	 AND	 improve	 the	 soil	 without	 needing
removal	 at	 the	 end	 of	 the	 season.	 A	 one-inch	 layer	 of	 compost	 or	 bark	 fines,	 a	 layer	 of
newspaper,	thin	layers	of	grass	clippings	added	week	after	week,	and	paper	grocery	bags	are	all
options.	Some	of	them	might	not	be	very	pretty,	but	they	will	all	do	the	trick.	

Water	deeply,	but	 less	 frequently.	Deeper,	 less	 frequent	watering	encourages	deeper	 rooting.
Your	watering	should	be	consistent	though	-	no	big	swings	from	wet	to	very	dry.	

Use	drip	irrigation.	One	zone	in	a	sprinkler	system	can	be	converted	to	drip	for	large	gardens.	For
smaller	gardens	a	simple	drip	system	is	easy	to	assemble	and	can	connect	to	a	garden	hose	once
or	 twice	 a	 week	 watering.	 Even	 an	 inexpensive	 soaker	 hose	 can	 give	 a	 slow,	 deep	watering.
When	you're	setting	up	your	drip	 irrigation	every	season,	 remember	 that	emitters	and	soaker
lines	go	UNDER	mulch,	so	set	up	the	drip	first	and	add	the	mulch	afterwards.	

Use	a	controller	or	timer	for	your	watering	so	that	you	don't	leave	a	drip	line	or	sprinkler	running
for	hours	because	you	got	distracted	and	forgot	you	were	watering.	

Be	consistent	with	weed	control.	Weeds	use	water	too,	and	you	want	to	keep	that	water	in	the
soil	for	your	vegetables.	
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Drip	irrigation	emitters	or	lines	should	be	placed	UNDER	mulch,	not	over.	

Compost	can	be	used	as	a	mulch	 in	gardens.	A	one-inch	 layer	helps	 to
conserve	moisture,	 reduce	weeds,	and	 improve	 the	quality	of	 the	 soil.
Compost	doesn't	need	to	be	removed	at	the	end	of	the	season.	
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Black	 plastic	 or	 woven	 black	 weed
mat	can	help	conserve	moisture	and
reduce	 weeds.	 Plastics	 like	 these
eventually	 need	 to	 be	 removed	 and
discarded.

Grass	clippings	can	be	a	good	mulch
in	 the	 garden,	 but	 clippings	 should
be	added	 in	 thin	 layers,	 letting	each
thin	layer	dry	before	adding	another.
Grass	clippings	can	be	left	in	place	or
turned	 under	 at	 the	 end	 of	 the
season.	



HOMEGR    WN
Horticulture

The Homegrown Horticulture podcast focuses on helping plant-growers 
of all experiences in the Intermountain West. With our unique climate in 
mind, we offer tips on everything from backyard vegetable gardens, to 
fruit trees and orchards, to lawns, to landscape trees, and shrubbery. 
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GOT PLANTS? 

Our information is based on the most updated research and is a
production of Utah State University Extension.

Check out our pages on Facebook and Instagram!

https://www.facebook.com/Homegrown-Horticulture-107042497737121/
https://www.instagram.com/homegrownhorticulturepodcast/
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https://tinyurl.com/27ssmz2d
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Click this link and scroll down the page to "Upcoming Events"  to learn more: 
https://bit.ly/utahcounty4h 

https://bit.ly/utahcounty4h
https://bit.ly/utahcounty4h
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http://bit.ly/2022OpioidSummit
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http://finance.usu.edu/efw
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https://usu.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_dj8YexhaDKUJKlM
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https://extension.usu.edu/finance/estate-planning
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https://www.utahmoneymoms.com/utah-money-moms-resources-worksheet.html
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/freeze-dryer-class-tickets-356639637757


Looking for ideas to play together as a family this summer? Use
our FREE Hidden Gem adventure guides! (New guides available
now!) Download a guide, connect and play together using the
guide, then give us feedback at the link provided on the guide
by July 31st, and be entered to win fabulous prizes! 
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Click here to see the guides: 
https://extension.usu.edu/relationships/hiddengems/

(Each evaluation enters you in a drawing to win your choice of a prize valued at
approximately $50.00. Winners will receive a list of options to choose from. Only one
prize allowed per household.)

https://extension.usu.edu/relationships/hiddengems/

